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side of the House meant to contend for the State 
bank system. No. They intended to go into batile 
under the noble flag of the Constitutional Treasury. 
He was giad that the Senatorhad been compelled to 
say that if the Sub-Treasury should be repealed, 
the law of 1836 would be enforced. If that lawas 
it now stood should in practice be found impracti- 
cable, the difficulty would fall chiefly on the South 
and Southwest. 

Mr. CLAY said he had never doubted that the 
Jaw of 1836 would revive; but, when he had in- 
troduced his bill to repeal the Suo-Treasury, he 
had given notice that that was the first in a series, 
and had avowed, openly, his preference for a Bank 
of the United States. If, then, the law of 1836 did 
revive in its present form, he hoped it would be 
but fora very short time. But, if otherwise, it 
must undergo a complete revision. 

Mr. YOUNG, of Llinois, proposed to amend 
the bill, first, by inserting the words “‘megdect 
or” before ithe word “refuse,” in the clause 
making a refusal to pay over public moneys to 
the order of Government prima facie evidence 
of embezzlement; which amendment was ac- 
czpted by Mr. Cray, and adopied by the 
Senate: and in the second place further to 
amend the bill in such a manner as to provide that 
if an agent of the Government, previous to his re- 
fusal to pay over the public money, should put his 
property out of his hands by assigament or other 
conveyance, that act should be pronounced a fe- 
lony, and subject him to ail the penalties of embez- 
zlement. 

Mr. CLAY said he could not agree to this amend- 
ment. He thought it pushed the penal principie 
rather too far. To declare the fraudulent convey- 
ance of property a felony was going beyond any 
law with which he was acquainted, and there might, 
besides, be many cases where the fact of convey- 
ance was doubiful. 

Mr. YOUNG observed that the case was one of 
very frequent occurrence, at least in the West, and 
some punishment ought to be provided for it. If 
gentlemen would not deciare it felony, would they 
consent that it should be held as a conspiracy to de- 
fraud the United States? 

Mr. HUNTINGTON admitied that it was very 
desirable to prevent such frauds, but the courts 
were open, and he thought would provide a suffi- 
cient remedy. Atall events, he could not consent 
to declare a fraudulent conveyance felony. 

Toe amendment was rejected. 

Mr. BENTON moved the following amend- 
ment: 

And provided furiher, that the following sections 
and parts of said bill shall be excepte ¢from this 
repealand shall remain and continue in force, to 
wit: Sections 19 and 20, section 21, secti on 25, Sec- 
tion 2, andso much of the 17thsectiona » makes it 
felony, in disbursing officers and persons connected 
with the Post Office Department to use the pub- 
lic money for theiz own or other purposes; and a 
neglect or refusal to pay over public moneys on 
demand or to transfer or disburse them shall be 
prima facie evidence of an embezzlement of the 
same. 

And he asked that the question be divided, and 
that a vote be taken on each question by yeas and 
nays, and they were ordered by the Senate. 

The question being about to be taken, 

Mr. BUCHANAN said that, at this stage of the 
discussion on the present bill, his peculiar position 
required that he should make a very few observa- 
tions. In his opinion human ingenuity could not 
devise a wiser or a better plan than the Indepen- 
dent Treasury for collecting, safe keeping, trans- 
ferring, and disbursing the public revenue. In or- 
der to render it perfeet there were but avery few 
amendments required. In regard to the specie 
clause—as it had been called—he believed that, in 
its practical operation, it would exercise a most 
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salutary influence on the banks and the business of 
the country. But the decree had gone forth, and 
the Independent Treasury was des:ined to destruc- 
tion. Hehad been insiracted by the Legislature of 
Pennsylvania to vote for its repeal; and he had 
anxiously considered what was the proper course 
for him to pursue. The only alternatives with 
him were obedience or resignation. This princi- 
ple he had often avowed. If by resiguing his seat 
in the Senate and retiring from public life forever, 
he could preserve the Independent Treasury in ex- 
istence, and prevent the establishment of another 
Bank of the United States, he would make the 
sacrifice with more pleasure than he had ever dis- 
charged any other public duty. Such a sacrifice 
would indeed be trifling when compared with the 
public benefits which it would purchase. But 
nothing could now prevent the repeal of the Inde- 
pendent Treasury. With or without his vote, it 
would be carried by a large majority. Under these 
circumstances, he had determined to obey the in- 
structions, as he had done once betore ona 
similar @easion, and not resign his seat in the 
Senate. One powerful reason why he should 
thus act, arose from the fact that the Legisla- 
ture had not ventured to iastruct him to vote 
fora National Bank. They well knew he never 
would have obeyed any such instraction. He 
was still free to exert al! his feeble abilities against 
the establishment of a National Bank, which he 
believed to be unconstitutional and eminently dan- 
gerous to the purity of our Republican institu- 
tions. As he had determined to obey, he shouid do 
so in good faith, and would of course vote against 
ali ine amendments proposed by his friend from 
Missouri, [Mr. Benton,] so far as they were por- 
tions of the present Independent Treasury law. 
He considered himself as acting merely in the cha- 
racter of an agent of the Legislature in giving these 
votes, and not, in any degree, upon his own per- 
sonal responsibility. 

The question was then taken on the following 
amendmen!: 

And be it further enacted, That from ani af- 
ter the thirtieth day of June, which will be in 
the year one thousand eight hundred and forty, 
the resolution of Congress of the thirtieth day 
of April, in the year one thousand eight hundred 
and sixteen, so far as it authorizes the receipt 
in payment of duties, taxes, sales of public lands, 
debts, and sums of monry, accruing or becoming 
payable to the United Siates, to be collected and 
paid in the notes of specie-paying banks, shall be 
so modified as that one-fourth part of all such du- 
ties, taxes, sales of public lands, debts, and sums 
of money accruing er becoming due to the United 
Siates sha!l be collected in the legal currency of the 
United States; and from and after the thirtieth day 
of June, which will be in the year one thousand 
eight hundred and forty-one, one cther fourth part 
of all such duties, taxes, sales of public lands, 
debts, and sums of money, shall be so collected; 
and that from and after the thirtieth day of June, 
which will be in the year one thousand eight hun- 
dred and forty-two, one other fourth part of all such 
duties, taxes, sales of public lands, debts and sums 
of money, shall be so collected; and that from and 
after the thirtieth day of June, which will be in the 
year one thousand eight hundred and forty-three, 
the remaining fourth part of the said duties, taxes, 
sales of public lands, debts, and sums of money, 
shall be also collected in the legal currency of the 
United States; and from and alter the last men- 
tioned day, all sums accruing, or becoming payable 
to the United States, for duties, taxes, sales of pub- 
lic lands, or other debts, and also all sums due for 
postages, or otherwise, to the General Post Office 
Department, shail be paid in gold and silver only. 

Sec. 20. And be it further enacted, That from and 
after the thirtieth day of June, which wil! be in the 
year one thousand eight buadred and forty-three, 
every officer or agent engaged in making disburse- 
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ments on account of the United States, or of the 


General Post Office, shall make all payments in 
gold and silver coin only; aod any receiving or dis- 
bursing officer, or agent, who shall neglect, evade, 
or violate, the provisions of this and the last pre- 
ceding section of this act, shall, by the Secretary 
of the Treasury, be immediately reported to the 
President of the United States, with the facts of 
such neglect, evasion, or violation, and also to 
Congress, if in session, and if not in session, at the 
commencement of its session next after the viola- 
tion takes place. 

And was rejected—ayes 16, noes 30, as fol- 
lo VS: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Calhoun, Clay 
of Alabama, Fulton, King, McRoberts, Pierce, 
Sevier, Smith of Connecticut, Sturgeon, Tappan, 
Walker, Woodbury, Wright, and Young—16. 

NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, 
Berrien, Buchanan, Choate, Clay of Kentucky, 
Clayton, Dixon, Evans, Graham, Henderson, Hun- 
tington, Ker, Mangum, Merrick, Miller, Morehead, 
Phelps, Porter, Prentiss, Preston, Rives, Simmons, 
Smith of Indiana, Southard, Tallmadge, White, 
and Woodbridge—30. 

The question was then taken on the following 
amendment: 

And be it further enacted, That no exchange 
of funds shall be made by any disbursing offig 
cers, or ayents, of the Government, of any grade 
or denomination whatsoever, or connected withany 
branch of the pablic service, other than an ex- 
change for gold and silver; and every such dis- 
bursing officer, when the means for his disburse- 
ments are furnished to him in currency legally re- 
ceivable under the provisions of this act, shall make 
his payments in the currency so furnished, or when 
those means are iurnished to bim in drafts, shall 
cause those drafts to be presented at their place of 
payment and properly paid according to the law, 
and shall make his payments in the currency so re- 
ceived for the dratts furnished, unless in either 
case, hecan exchange the means in his hands for 


| gold and silver at par, and so as to facilitate his 


payments, or otherwise accommodate the public 
service and promote the circulation of a metallic 
currency; Andit shall be, and is hereby made, the 
duty of the head of the proper department imme- 
diately to suspend from duty any disbursing officer 
who shall violate the provisions of this section, and 
forihwith to report the name of the officer, or agent, 
to the President, with the fact of the violation and 
all the circumstances accompanying the same and 
within the knowledge of the said Secretary, to the 
end that such officer, or agent, may be promptly 
removed from office, or restored to his trust and 
the performance of his duties, as to the President 
may seem jast and proper. 

And was decided jn the negative—ayes 16, noes 
30, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Calhoun, Clay 
of Alabama, Fulton, King, McRoberts, Pierce, 
Sevier, Smith of Connecticut, Sturgeon, Tappan, 
Walker, Woodbury, Wright, and Young—16. 

NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, 
Berrien, Buchanan, Choate, Clay of Kentucky, 
Clayton, Dixon, Evans, Graham, Henderson, 
Huntington, Ker, Mangum, Merrick, Miller, 
Morehead, Phelps, Porter, Prentiss, Preston, 
Rives, Simmons, Smith of Indiana, Southard, 
Tallmadge, White, and Woodbridge—30. 

The question was then taken on the following 
amendment: 

And be it further enacted, That the Treasurer 
of the United States be, and he is hereby, au- 
thorized to receive at the Treasury, and at such 
other points as he may designate, paymenis in ad- 
vance for public lands, the payments so made, 
jn all cases, to be evidenced by the receipt of the 
said Treasurer of the United States; which receipts 
so given, shall be receivable for public lands, at 
any public or private sale of lands, in the same 
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manner as the currency authorized by law to be 
received in payment for the public lands: Provided, 
however, That the receipts given by the Treasurer 
of the United States, pursuant to the authority con- 
ferred in this section, shall not be negotiable or 
transferable, by delivery, or assignment, or in any 
other manner whatsoever, but shall, in all cases, be 
presented in payment for lands by or for the per- 
son to whom the receipt was given, as shown upon 
its face. 

And was decided in the negative—ayes 16, noes 
30, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Calhoun, Clay 
of Alabama, Fulton, King, McRoberts, Pierce, Se- 
vier, Smith of Connecticut, Sturgeon, Tappan, 
Walker, Woodbury, Wright, and Young—16 

NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, 
Berrien, Buchanan, Choate, Clay of Kentucky, 
Clayton, Dixon, Evans, Graham, Henderson, 
Huntington, Ker, Mangum, Merrick, Miller, 
Morehead, Phelp~, Porter, Prentiss, Preston, Rives, 
Simmons, Smith of Indiana, Southard, Tallmadge, 
White, and Woodbridge—30. 


The question was then taken on the following 
ameudment: 

And be it further enacted, That the Miat of 
the United States, in the city of Philadelphia, in 
the State of Pennsylvania, andthe Branch Mint in 
the city of New Orleans, in the State of Louisi- 
ana, and the vaults and safes thereof, respectively, 
shall be places of deposite and safe keeping of the 
public moneys at those points respectively; and 
the Treasurer of the said Mint and Branch Mint 
respectively, for the time being, shall have the cus- 
tody and care of all public moneys deposited within 
the same, and shall perform all the duties required 
to be performed by them, in reference to the receipt, 
safekeeping, transfer, and disbursements of all 
such moneys, according to the provisions herein- 
afier contained. 


And was decided in the negative—ayes 17, noes 
30, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Calhoun, Clay 
of Alabama, Fulton, King, McRoberts, Nicholson, 
Pierce, Sevier, Smith of Connecticut, Sturgeon, 
Tappan, Walker, Woodbury, Wright, and Young 
—I7. 

NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bay- 
ard, Berrien, Buchanan, Choate, Clay ot Kentucky, 
Clayton, Dixon, Evans, Graham, Henderson, Hun- 
tington, Ker, Mangum, Merrick, Miller, More- 
bead, Phelps, Porter, Prentiss, Preston, Rives, 
Simmons, Smith of Indiana, Southard, Tallmadge, 
White, and Woodbridge—30. 


The question was then taken on the following 
amendment: 

* * * * * * * And that ifany one of the 
said officers, or of those connected with the Post 
Office Department, shall convert to his own use, in 
any way whatever, or shall use, by way of invest- 
ment, in any kind of preperty or merchandise, or 
shall loan, with or without interest, any portion of 
the public moneys entrusted to him forsafekeeping, 
disbursement, transfer, or for any other purpose, 
every such act shall be deemed and adjudged to be 
an embezzlement of so much of the said moneys 
as shall be thus taken, converted, invested, used, 
or loaned, which is hereby declared to be a felony, 
and any officer or agent of the United Siates, and 
all persons advising or participating in such act, 
being convicted thereof before any court of the 
United States of competent jurisdiction, shall be 
sentenced to imprisonment for a term not less 
than six months, nor more than five years, and to 
a fine equal to the amount of the money embez- 
led. 


And was decided in the negative—ayes 17, noes 
30, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Calhoun, Clay 
of Alabama, Fulton, King, McRoberts, Nicholson, 
Pierce, Sevier, Smith of Connecticut, Sturgeon, 
Tappan, Walker, Woodbury, Wright, and Young 
—17, 

NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bay- 
ard, Berrien, Buchanan, Choate, Clay of Kentucky, 
Clayton, Dixon, Evans, Graham, Henderson, Hun- 
tington, Ker,, Mangum, Merrick, Miller, More- 
head, Phelps, Porter, Prentiss, Preston, Rives, 
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Simmons, Smith of Iodiana,Southard, Tallmadge, 
White, and Woodbridce—30. 

Mr. BENTON then offered the following amend- 
ment. ; 

ind be it further enacted, That the Bank of 
the United States, commonly called the Pennsyl- 
vania Bank of the United States, and its branches 
and the local banks and agencies owned by it, shall 
not be entrusted with the collection or safe-keeping 
or transfer or disbursement of the public moneys 
or any part thereof. 

Mr. CLAY sai: that he had no hesitation in de- 
claring, after all the disclosures that had recently 
been made, that he sheuld deprecaie as much as 
any gentleman could ¢o the employment of that 
bank by the Government as a depository of the 
public funds. He had intimated the opinion as 
much as three years ago, that the Government was 
cut loose from that institution from the period of 
its charter by the State of Pennsylvania. But still 
he could not consent to the adoption of such an 
amendment as that proposed. If the Senate was 
to declare its disapprobaticn of the management of 
a particular bank, there were many others, such as 
the Owl Creek bank, &c. which might with equal 
justice be included in the denunciation. He did 
not, however, consider it as comporting with the 
dignity of the Senate to enter upon any such course 
of discrimination, and he hoped the amendment 
would not prevail. ° 

Mr. BENTON said there were peculiar’ reasons 
why the United States Bank of Philadelphia should 
be particularly excepted. It was a bank which had 
beea established as the representative of the United 
States Bank. Ii bore their name, and was sup- 
posed to have their sanction by many. It had, 
under false colors, imposed upon confiding foreign- 
ers, and defrauded them of immense sums. He 
was ready to admit that other State banks had be- 
haved very badly; but the case of this bank 
stood distinguished from all others, because it 
had originally come into existence under a 
charter from the United States, and the eyes 
of foreigners were in a peculiar manner fixed 
uponit. Ithad lately been made known by one 
well acquainted with all the facts, that the last sus- 
pension of the United States Bank of Philadelphia 
was caused by her own underhand schemes to 
break down the specie paying banks of New York, 
and if she had broke the banks of New York all 
had been broke. New York was the heart of our 
moneyed system. The heart—the heart—she 
drove her dageer at the heart. By drawing fo- 
reign bills without means or authority, she expected 
to overwhelm those banks. It was by her plotting 
and scheming that the suspension of 1837 was 
brought about. If the State banks now under sus- 
pension of specie payments be asked what is the 
cause of their suspension, they will answer that 
they suspended because the Philadelphia banks 
suspended. If they are asked when will they re- 
sume, they will answer, when the banks in Phila- 
delphia resume. They bad recently made an ef- 
fortto resume, but this bank had instantly run 
upon them and forced them to return to a suspen- 
sion. If the country is thrown back upon the 
State bank system, a construction may be given to 
the law of "36 that deposites may be made ina 
bank not paying specie. He wished to leave no 
possible chance that this bank, whose stock is not 
worth one cent, could in any event be chosen. For 
this reason he wished its special exception. She 
ought to be brought down to the level she merits. 
Let her be excepied by name. 

Mr. BAYARD admitted the culpability of the 
bank, but opposed the amendment as unnecessary, 
because the law of 1836 expressly prohibited the 
Government from employing any bank which did 
not pay specie. 

Mr. WOODBURY, in reply to this, explained 
the construction of that law by the Treasury De- 
partment. When that Department had funds to 
deposite, and no bank could be found which con- 
formed to the provisions of the law of 1836, the 
Department considered itself as thrown back on 
the previous law, and under that law at liberty to 

lace the deposites in non-specie paying banks. 
hat else could it do, unless it threw the money 
into the streets? 
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Mr. DIXON said he should vote against the 
amendment, both because he thought it improper 
to refer to individual banks, and especially because 
this bank assigned as one cause of its suspension 
the hard teatmentof the United Siates Govern. 
went. 

The question being taken, the amendment was 
rejected as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Archer, Benton, Bucha- 
nan, Calhoun, Clay of Alabama, Fulton, King 
McRoberts, Nicholson, Pierce, Sevier, Smith o» 
Connecticut, Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, will 
liams, Woodbury, Wright, and Young—20. - 

NAYS—Messts. Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Ber- 
rien, Choate, Clay of Kentucky, Clayton, Dixon 
Evans, Graham, Henderson, Huntington, Ker, 
Mangum, Merrick, Miller, Morehead, Phelps, Por. 
ter, Prentiss, Preston, Rives, Simmons, Smith of 
Indiana, Southard, Tallmadge, White, Woodbridge 
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Mr. TALLMADGE objected to that clause of 
the bill which made a refusal to pay over money 
to the erder of the Government prima facie eyi- 
dence of embezzlement, as violating the great prin- 
ciple of criminal law, that every man is to be held 
innocent until he is proved to be guilty. It might 
so happen that an innocent agent, through the deah 
of his witnesses, might be unable to prove his in. 
nocence; and would it not be hard to convict and 
punish him in such a case, by throwing the burcen 
of proof on him, instead of taking it upon the Go. 
vernment? 

Mr. MANGUM replied that, while the rule 
operated very favorably for the Government, it in- 
flicted no real injury on individuals. It was intend- 
ed to cover such cases as that of the late Collector 
in New York, who set the Government at defiance, 
and held over the public moneys to a great amount, 
because he was subject only to a civil prosecution. 
As between man and man, he should be unwilling 
to adopt such a principle; but if a man undertook 
to serve the Government, knowing beforehand 
that this was one of the conditions of his service, 
he thought it not unfair, for after all he was sub- 
jected only to a suitin a court of law. 

Mr. WOODBURY approved of the clause in 
the bill, but wished itshghtly amended by adding 
the words draft or order to the word warrant; which 
amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. TALLMADGE further supported his posi- 
tion, insisting that it was a mere question of evi- 
dence, and that.the Government gained nothing, 
while it violated a great principle of law, and ran 
the risk of inflicting cruel injury on an innocent 
man. 

Messrs. BAYARD and PRESTON replied to 
his objection, and defended the clause in question, 
denying that this was any more a violatiun of the 
principle of law than a multitude of other cases 
where the jaw assumed certain facts as prima 
facie evidence of guilt, and imposed the burden of 
proof on the accused. If one man kilied another, 
it was prima facieevidence of murder; ifa man held 
stolen goods, it was prima facie evidence of theft. 
The prima facie evidence did not convict him, but 
he was held to explain, because he, of all other per- 
sons, was best able to expiain. And even in civil 
cases, when a man refused to deliver up goods 
claimed by another, the law held it as prima facie 
evidence of conversion, and as laying the founda- 
tion for an acticn of trover. 

Mr. WALKER confirmed this view, and illus- 
trated it by the case of infanticide, when the vio- 
jent death of an illegitimate infant was prima 
facie evidence of murder on the part of the mo- 
ther. 

The amendment was rejected. 

The bill was further slightly amended, on motion 
of Mr. HENDERSON. : : 

‘The amendments were then concurred in by the 
Senate, and the bill ordered to be engrossed, by 
yeas and nays, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, 
Berrien, Bachanan, Choate, Clay of Ky. Clayton, 
Dixon, Evans, Graham, Henderson, Huntington, 
Ker, Mangum, Merrick, Miller, Morehead, 
Phelps, Porter, Prentiss, Preston, Rives, Simmons, 
Smith of Indiana, Southard, Tallmadge, White, 
Woodbridge-——30, 
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Mr. HUNTINGTON said there were other sub- | 


jects of like character with this in their obvious im- 
portance and in the fact of their having heretofore 
received the approbation and action of the Senate; 
but gentlemen had come here with special objects 
in view, and it was expected by the people who 
sent them that they should confine their action to 
these, and, having disposed of them, to close the 
session and go home. With a view to test the 
sense of the Senate on this subject, he moved to 
lay the memorial on the table. 

The motion prevailed without a count. 

Mr. RIVES called up his several times deferred 
motion to refer so much of the President’s message 
as related to our foreign relations to the Committee 
on Foreign Relations; not because he wished to 
sutunit any views in relation to the report of the 
Secretary of State, but because the motion had 
been delayed at the suggestion of the honorable 
Senator from Pennsylvania, {Mr. Bucuanan,] who 
was understood to be desirous of submitting some 
opinions in which he differed from the views of the 
Sec'etary, touching certain points of international 
law. 

Mr. CLAY said he should be very happy to 
listen to the discussion alluded to; but as it was 
one out of which it was not proposed or expected 
that any action of the Senate should ensue, he 
thgughi it desirable that the motion should be post- 
poned for to-day, as a very important measure was 
before the body. Mr. C. thought it entirely fair 
that all reasonable opportunity ought to be ex- 
tended to gentlemen who were desirous of animad- 
verting on the course of the Government; but in 
the existing circumstances, he must be excused for 
moving that the motion of the honorable Senator 
be deferred till to-morrow. 

Mr. RIVES said the gentleman from Kentucky 
had entirely mistaken his purpose, if he supposed 
he was desirous on his own account of having this 
subject now taken up. It was with a view to ac- 
commodate the gentleman from Pennsylvania, 
whose remarks might possibly render it necessary 
for him to say a few words in reply. 

Mr. BUCHANAN said he had been anxious to 


submit some rematks in reference to some posi- , 


tions taken by the Secretary of State, which he 
cousidered as important. He had no purpose of 
intruding himself upon the Senate; but he had come 
prepared these two or three mornings to say what 
he wished to say on this matter. Under such 
circumstances, a subject was apt to grow very 
cold. co 

Mr. CLAY said nothing in the world could have 
been further from his thoughts and his heart than 
to do any thing injurious to the feelings of his ho- 
norable friend from Pennsylvania; but he would 
remind his friend that it had been on his own mo- 
tion that the reference now moved for had been 
heretofore postponed. There was Row in progress 
before the Senate a measure, in the consummation 
of which many of the members felt a deep interest. 
Let that bill be disposed of, and then Mr. C. would 
listen with the greatest pleasure to the remarks of 
the honorable Senator. He moved to postpone the 
motion. 

On this motion Mr. ALLEN demanded the yeas 
and nays. 

Mr. CLAY, (from his seat.) Let him have 
them, sir; let him have them. 

The yeas and nays were then ordered, and re- 


Sothe motion was deferred tll te-morrow. 

Mr. CLAY submitted the following, which he 
desired to lay on the table for the present: 

Resolved, That when the Senate adjourn during 
the present session, leaving a subject under discus- 
sion and undecided, the consideration of the sub- 
ject shall be resumed at the next meeting of the Se- 
nate, immediately after the journal is read and pe- 
titioyns and reports are received, without waiting 
for he usval hour of one o'clock. 

On motion of Mr. CALHOUN, 

Aesolved, That the Secretary of State be directed 
to transmit to the Senate any communication from 
the Government of Prussia to our representative | 
at that Court, in reference to the duties laid on | 
tobacco in the German States of the Customs | 
Union which may be in the State Department. | 
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On motion of Mr. PRESTON, 

Resolved, That a committee of three be appoint- 
ed, who, together with a like number to be appoint- 
cd by the House of Refresentatives, shall direct 
the expenditure of the moneys appropriated to pur- 
chase books for the Library of Congress. 

The CHAIR named Messrs. Clayton, PRESTON, 
and Tappan as the Committee. 

Mr. WOODBURY submitted the following: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States 
be requested to inform the Senate if any application 
has been made officially to him, or the State or 
Treasury Department, by the hoiders of State 
stocks, or others on their account, respecting the 
payment or assumption of them, and to furnish 
copies of any correspondence which has takea 
place in relation to those subjects. 

Mr.*SMITH of Indiana submitted the fol- 
lowing: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasary be 
directed to communicate to the Senate, at as early 
a day as practicable, in one connected view, in pa- 
rallel columns, a statement exhibiting— 

First. The estimated quantity of the public land 
to which the Indian title has not been extinguished, 
distinguishing the quantity in each State and 
Territory, and the quantity not within the limits of 
either. 

Secondly The quantity of public land in each 
State and Territory to which the Indian title has 
been extinguished. 

Thirdly. The quantity of public land in each 
State and Territory remaining unssold,distinguishing 
the quantity in each land district, 2nd also the 
land subject to private entry from that which has 
not been offered at public sale, and also distinguish- 
ing the quantity in each State and Territory not in- 
cluded in any land district. 

Foarthly. The quantity of unsurveyed land in 
each State and Territory, distinguishing that to 
which the Indian title has been extinguished from 
that to which it has not, and distinguishing the 
quantity unsurveyed in each surveyor generai’s 
district. 

Fifthly. The quantity of the public lands which 
shall have been sold in each Siate and Territory, 
in each year and quarter of the present year, and 
the amount received upon the sales, distinguishing 
the years under the credit from those under the 
cash system. 

Sixthly. The quantity of public lands granted to 
each State, (exclusive of the sixteenth sections,) 
and the specified object of each grant. 

Seventhly. The number and names of the land 
offices that have been discontinued under the pro- 
visions of the act of Jane 12, 1840, and the names 
of the Sarveyor Generals’ offices (if any) that have 
been discontinued under the provisions of said 
act. 

Eighthly. The quantity of the public lands (ex- 
clusive of the sixteenth sections) reserved from sale 
by the several acts of Congress, distinguishing the 
quantity in each State and Territory, and the ob- 
ject of the reservation. 

REPEAL OF MHE INDEPENDENT TREASURY. 

The bill to repeal the Independent Treasury was 
then taken up—the question being on its passage. 

A long debate ensued, in which Messrs. WOOD- 
BURY,CALHOUN, BENTON, BAYARD,KING, 
McROBERTS, WRIGHT, and TALLMADGE, 
participated. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama said he felt it his duty 
to offer some remarks on the bill before the vote 
was taken; but after a sitting of upwards of five 
hours in that sultry chamber, he felt so much ex- 
hausted as to ask for an adjournment. 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky hoped there would be 
no adjournment. 

The motion to adjourn was negatived—yeas 19, 
nays 26. 

Mr. BENTON then proceeded with the debate 
for some time, when 

Mr. ALLEN moved an adjournment: lost, ayes 
14, noes 22. 

Mr. CALHOUN wished that they might come 
to a good understanding upon this subject. He 
was sure that there was no desire on his side of the 
Senate to protract the debate needlessly; but that 
there were two or three gentlemen on that side very 






anxious to speak. He thought the thing might be 
arranged by a mutual pledge that the question 
should be taken to-morrow at all events. He hoped 
the majority would, on such terms, consent to ad- 
journ. 

Mr. CLAY. I hope not, sir. 

Mr. BENTON thea proceeded with his remarks 
until about 7 o’clock, when the question was taken 
on the passage of the bill, and it was carried—ayes 
29, nays 18, as follows: 

YEAS—Meesrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bay- 
ard, Berrien, Choate, Clay of Kentucky, Clayton, 
Dixon, Evans, Graham, Henderson, Huntington, 
Ker, Mangum, Merrick, Miller, Morehead, Phelps, 
Porter, Prentiss, Preston, Rives, Simmons, Smith 
of Indiana, Southard, Tallmadge, White, and 
Woodbridge—29. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Calhoun, Clay 
of Alabama, Fulton, King, McRoberts, Nicholson, 
Pierce, Sevier, Smith of Connecticut, Sturgeon, 
Tappan, Walker, Williams, Woodbury, Wright, 
and Young—18. 

Mr. DIXON submitted the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Senate will on Thursday next 
proceed to the election of Printer, the price to be 
paid to be thesame as under the resolution of 1819, 
deducting 20 per cen'. therefrom. : 

Mr. PRESTON gave notice that he would on 
to-morrow move to proceed to the election of 
Chaplain under the joint resolution, 

And the Senate adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
WepneEspay, June 9, 1841. 

Mr. C. BROWN inquired of the Speaker 
where he would find acorvect list of the commn- 
lees, as he perceived, by reference to a morning 
paper, that they differed from those announced on 
yesterday by the Clerk. 

The SPEAKER said that he had had but a very 
Short time to appoint committees; several names 
had been transposed and others wholly omitted. It 
was necessary, therefore, to correct the list, and he 
hoped this explanation would be considered satis- 
factory to the House. 

Mr. BROWN. Thatis not answering the ques- 
tion. I merely wish to know where the real com- 
mittees are to be found—whether they are those 
published in the newspapers, or those read from 
the Clerk’s table. 

The SPEAKER. The correct list will be found 
in the possession of the Cleik of the House. 

“The following is the corrected list of the com- 
mittees, viz: 

Commitice of Elections.—Messrs. Halstead, 
Blair, Craven, Borden, Summers, Gamble, 
Aaron V. Brown, Medill, James W. Williams. 

Of Ways and Means.—Messrs. Fillmore, Botts, 
Gilmer, Samson Mason, T. F. Marshall, Rench- 
er, Pickens, John W. Jones, Atherton. 

Of Claims.—Messrs. Giddings, Sprigg, Linn, 
Warren, Arnold, Cowen, Banks, Burke, Rebert 
McClellan. 

On Commerce.—Messrs. J. P. Kennedy, Win- 
throp; Toland, Rayner, B. Randall, E. D. White, 
Holmes, Brewster, Charles Brown. 

Oa Public Lands.—Messrs. W. C. Johnson, 
Morrow, Lewis Williams, Smith, Gentry, Bron- 
son, Howard, Chapman, Cave Johnson. 

On the Post Office and Post Roads.—Messrs. 
Briggs, Joseph L. Williams, Russel), Brockway, 
Morgan, Owsley, Andrew Kennedy, Hopkins, 
Reding. 

For the District of Columbia.—Messrs. Under- 
wood, King, Powell, Harris, A. Randall, Richard 
W. Thompson, Keim, John Campbell, John 
Thompson Mason. 

On the Judiciary —Messrs. Barnard, Trumbull, 
Maxwell, Thomas A. Foster, Milton Brown, 
Pearce, Ingersoll, Roosevelt, Saunders. 

On Revolutionary Claims —Messrs. Hall, Thomas 
J. Campbell, Mathiot, Washington, James, Par- 
menter, William O. Goode, Van Buren, P. G. 
Goode. 

On Public Expenditures—Messrs. Graham, 
Childs, Hudson, Alford, Clinton, Jeremiah Brown, 
Watterson, Green, Littlefield. 

On Private Land Claims.—Messrs. Moore, Rich: 
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ard D. Davis, Birdseye, Gamble, Stewart, Cross, 
John B. Dawson, Turney, Gordon. 

On Manufactures.—Messrs. Saltonstall, Ran- 
dolph, Greig, Henry, Slate, Tillinghast, Nisbet, 
Alfred Marshall, Eastman. 

On Agriculture—Messrs. Deberry, Ridgway, 
Simonton, Doig, A. McClellan, Arrington, Mat- 
tocks, Shaw, John Hastings. 

On Indian Affairs —Messrs. Adams, Cooper, 
Barton, William 8B. Campbell, Meriwether, 
Chittenden, Shepperd, Wm. Butler of South Ca- 
rolina, Bidlack. 

On Military Affairs.—Messrs. W. C. Dawson, 
Wallace, Caruthers, Pendleton, Goggin, Van 
Rensselaer, W. O. Butler of Kentucky, Sumter, 
Miller. 

On the Militia.—Messrs. Keim, Triplett, Coles, 
Stokeley, Ward, Weller, Sweney, Lowell, Samp- 
son H. Butler. 

Oa Naval Affairs.—Messrs. Wise, Stanly, G. Da- 
vis, Thomas W. Williams, King, Burnell, Fessen- 
den, Mallery, Clifford. 

On Foreign Affairs.—Messrs. Cushing, Everett, 
Haunt, John C. Clark, Allen, Proffit, Rhett, Hun- 
ter, Ferris. 

On Territories —Messrs. Pope, C. W. Williams, 
Sollers, Maynafd, Hays, Gates, Green W. Cald- 
well, Daniel, Dean. 

On Revolutionary Pensions.—Messrs. Taliaferro, 


Rodney, Lane, L. W. Andrews, Mathews, S. N. | 


Clarke, Babcock, C. A. Floyd, Fornance. 

On Infhlid Pensions —Messrs. Morris, Aycrigg, 
John Edwards of Pennsylvania, Gerry, Gordon, 
Hubbard, Doan, Stratton, Gustine. 

On Roads and Canals.— Messrs. Lawrence, Jos. 
L. White, Boardman, Sherlgck J. Andrews, John 
B. Thompson, John YoungjSteenrod, W. W. Ir- 
win, Beeson. 

On Patents.—Messrs. Osborne, Cranston, Plumer, 
Ramsey, Sanford. 

On the Public Buildings and Grownds.—Messtrs. 
Boardman, A. Young, Cranston, S. S. Bowne, 
Wood. 

On Revisal and Unfinished Business.—Messrs. 
James, Stratton, Dimock, Jack, Charles A. 
Floyd. 

On Accounts.—Messrs. Baker, L. W. Andrews, 
Marchand, J. G. Floyd, Yorke. 


On Mileage.—Messrs. Thomas W. Williams, P. - 


C. Caldwell, J. C. Edwards, Westbrook, Egbert. 

On Expenditures in the State Department—Messrs. 
Van Buren, Hudson, Oliver, Brockway, W. S. 
Hastings. 

On the Expenditures of the Treasury Department. 
—Messrs. McKeon, Samson Mason, Partridge, 
Isaac D. Jones, J. Irvin. 

On Expenditures in the War Department.—Messrs. 
McKay, ‘Temlinson, Newhard, Alford, Brock- 
way. 

On Expenditures in the Navy Department—Messrs. 
Yorke, Simonton, Borden, Steuart, Green. 

On Expenditures in the Post Office Department. 
—Messrs. Lowell, Morgan, Washington, Boyd, 
Lane. ie 

On Expenditures on the Publie Buildings —Messts. 
Cave Johnson, Gates, Bidlack, Stokely, Houck. 

Commiftee on Currency.—Messrs Sergeant, 
Adams, Pope, W.C. Johnson, W. C. Dawson, 
Botts, McKay, McKeon, Rhett. 

Mr. GRAHAM, in pursuance of notice given on 
the second day of the present session, asked leave 
to introduce a bill to repeal the act providing for 
the collection, safe-keeping, and disbursement of 
the public revenue—known as the Independent 
Treasury law. 

Mr. WELLER objected. 

Mr. BRIGGS said that the House had yesterday 
adopted a special order to proceed to the election 
of its officers. He hoped the House would execute 
its order. 

The SPEAKER said that that was the order of 
business, and that the unanimous consent of the 
House would be required to enable the gentleman 
from North Carolina [Mr. (#ranam] to introduce a 
bill at this time. 

Mr. WOOD submitted a resolution calling upon 
the President of the United States for any corres- 
pondence, so’far as the public interest would 





permit, which may be in his possession, between 
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the Government of the United States and that of 
Great Britain, respecting certain American citizens, 
now Pritish prisoners of state, and confined at 
Van Dieman’s land. 

But the resolution was ruled out of order. 

The House now, in pursuance of the special or- 
der, proceeded to an clection, viva voce, for Door- 
keeper, Assistant Doorkeeper, and Postmaster. 

The following was the result: 



















































































































































Whole number of votes 213 
Necessary to a choice 107 
Jos. Folansdee received . 112 
R. C. Washington . . 46 
C Laurie : . ; . 415 
J. E. Dow : . . . 49 
J. W. Bronaugh e : 9 
A. B. Linsley . ‘ ‘ ; 4 
John Addison . ; . . 2 
B. Hooe , ; ° 6 














Mr. FoiansBer, having received a majority of 
all the votes given, was declared duly elected 
Doorkeeper, and was qualified by taking the usual 
oath. 

Mr. EVERETT offereda resolution, suggesting 
that the House declare W. J. Hunter Assistant 
Doorkeeper, and W. J. McCormick Postmaster, 
for the present Congress, 

Objection being made, Mr. E. moved a suspen- 
sion of the rules prescribing the order of business. 
But, 

Mr. WISE having submitted whether it was in 
order to entertain the proposition without first re- 
considering the resolution adopted yesterday, de- 
elaring that the House would proceed tu the elec- 
tion of those officers. 

Mr. EVERETT withdrew the resolution. 

The House then voted for Assistant Doorkeeper, 
when it appeared that the 

























































































































































































Whole number of votes was 195 
Necessary to achoice 98 
J. W. Hunter received . , 149 
E. A. Hopkins . ; ; ‘ 4 
S. Cutts ; ; ; . +44 
Samuel Powell ; : , 7 
Samuel Duncan ; : 4 
W.C Choate . : ; ‘ 4 
J. R. Cunningham ; ; . 10 
J. W. Beck 7s ; 3 




















Mr. Hunter having received the highest num- 
ber ofall the votes given, was declared duly elected 
\ Assistant Doorkeeper, and was qualified by taking 
the usual oath. 

On motion of Mr. MORGAN, Mr. W. J. 
McCormick was unanimously declared Postmaster 
for the present Congress. 

The House now proceeded to an election for 
Chaplain. 

And the following gentlemen were nominated: 

Mr. UnpvErweop nominated Rev. J. W. French, 
Episcopalian. 

Mr. Youna, Rev. Wm. T. Page, Episcopalian. 
\ Mr. Bownsg, Rev. J. W. Bristol, Methodist. 

/ Mr. Tatiarerro, Rev. Mr. Braxton, Baptist. 

Mr. CampseLt, of S. C. Rev. R. W. Bailey, 
Presbyterian. 

Mr. Wisz, Rev. A. Welton, Presbyterian. 

, Mr. C. Morris, Rev. Levi R. Reese, Metho- 
ist. : 

The SPEAKER appointed Messrs. Unperwoop, 
Youna, and Campsett, of S. C. tellers to superin- 
tend the voting. 

Whole number of votes 
Necessary to a choice ‘ 
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Rev. J. W. French received . 118 
Rev. D. W. Bristol ; - ee 
Rev. R. W. Bailey ° ‘ - 16 
Rev. A. Welton . ; ae 
Rev. L. R. Reese ; ; : 15 
Rev. W. P. Page ; ; . 6 
Rev. —— Braxton ‘ ; ; 1 
Rev. —— Bates ‘ 1 











The Rev. J. W. Faencu, having received a ma- 
jority of all the votes given, was declared duly 
elected Chaplain for the presen. session of Con- 

r2ss. 

: Mr. SARGEANT moved that the House do 
now proceed to the election of a Printer, whose 
rates of compensation shall be 20 per cent. less 
than those fixed by the joint resolution of 1819. 
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Mr. CLARKE of New York moved the previ- 
Ous question, 

A motion was then made to adjourn but without 
effect 

A leng and noisy debate then arcse as 'o whe- 
ther the motion ot Mr. INaErsout to reconsider 
the vote by which the 21st rule had been excepted, 
was noi entitled to precedence. 

Mr. INGERSOLL took the floor, He com- 
menced by observing that he considered the rule 
as presenting three elementary, constitutional, and 
all important questions,which he had unfortunately 
been obliged to support, and that without having 
an opportunity of explaining his sentiments, and 
endeavoring to submit, not oaly to this House, 
but to his country and the whole world, his views 
in relation to the highly important questions which 
were involved in the consideration of the rule an- 
der discussion. He wished to explain why he 
should vote for the adoption of the twenty-first 
rule. The three important questions it involved 
were: a question of Abolition, as it was called; a 
question of petition, and a question of regulation. 
Now, he was awarethat, taken separately or to- 
gether, each presented the most exciting topics that 
could possibly be embraced, and involved the most 
agitating questions that had attracted public atten- 
tion, since the foundation of this Government. He 
knew that the question was onein which those at 
the North, not less than those at the South, felt a 
deep and abiding interest. He knew, too, that 
there was a gentleman in that House—a right ho- 
norable gentleman, and for whom he entertained 
the highest respect and regard, and who had for 
the last forty years filled the highest stations in the 
Government—who evinced the most lively interest 
And he had, a day or two since, 
addressed the House at length onit, with much 
zeal, animation, and ability, and atthe same time 
announced himself asa Northern man. He (Mr. 
InGeERsuLL) considered himself a Middle man on 
this question, which he would endeavor to treat 
with the strictest impartiality and fairness; and 
perhaps, in what he might say, he might develope 
principles which would lead to peace and harmo- 


| ny upon points which had been altogether miscon- 


ceived. Alhough he was a party man, he would 
not be led away from the fulfilment of his duty, 
and would upon this, as well as upon all other 
questions, vote according to his conscience. He 
knew no party in a question of this kind, and 
would be governed only by what he devmed his 
duty to his country, and a compliance with its Con- 
stitution. 

The question of Abolition had been discussed in 
country fora great number of years past, and it 
had Ied to much excitement and heart-burning in 
various parts of the Union. The gentleman from 
Massachusetts [Mr. Apams] had observed that he 
was in possession of some hundreds of petitions 
on the subject of the abolition of slavery, and 
which he had not bad an opportunity of presenting. 
And he (Mr. J.) had had one sent to him to pre- 
sen!: hence it was that he wished to make a few 
remarks in order to let the Honre and his constitu- 
ents know the grounds he took in reference to the 
question. Mr. I. adverted to the language of the 
President’s message in regard to the subject of 
slavery and the slave trade, and commented upon 
it, adding that he looked upon it as the ominous 
feature of the message. He next called attention 
to the faci, and remarked that the African slave 
trade was spoken of in the last paragraph of the 
last message of President Van Buren. He then 
addressed himself to the South,and those repre- 
senting it, and said that the signs of the times be- 
hooved them to be more on the alert than they 
had ever yet been in guarding their rights, so far 
asregarded this question of Abolition, and added 
that they had never yet taken ground as high as he 
would take, and which he believed ninety-nine 
men vat of a hundred would take in’ the North, 
if situated as were those in the South. He then 
adverted \o the British cruisers on the coast of 
Africa overhauling American merchant ships on 
frivolous pretexts, and threw out some intimations 
that the Florida war had been protracted by runa- 
way negroes from the Bahamas. 

Mr. PROFFIT here rose to a question of order, 
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He desired to be informed by the Chair whether, 
upon a motion to reconsider the vote upon a rule, 
it was in order to discuss whether the British Go- 
vernment was engaged in advocating or aiding the 
slave trade, or whether we were engaged in it, or 
what we were doing in the different departments of 
our Government. Every body knew what his 
views were on the subject before the House. But, 
if we were to enter upon discussions of this sort, 
no man could tell where it would terminate. 

Mr. INGERSOLL was understood to say that 
no doubt the gentleman from Indiana [Mr. Pror- 
vit] had the advantage of possessing 2 more logi- 
ca! and clear mind that he (Mr. I.) had, and every 
man was compelled to present his argument ac- 
cording to the peculiar construction of his mind. 

Mr. PROFFIT said that if what he had heard 
to-day was to be taken as a specimen of the gen- 
man’s logic, he (Mr. P.) thought that no very high 
estimate was to be put upon it. And he wished to 
let the gentleman know that he should neither take 
liberties with him nor the rules of the House, with 
his approbation. 

Mr. INGERSOLL denied having any desire to 
take liberties either with the gentleman or the rules 
of the House. 

The SPEAKER remarked that the gentleman 


from Pennsylvania seemed to be travelling some- | 


what from the point; but that the Chair had felt 
disposed to indulge him, on the ground that proba- 
bly the application to the question before the House 
might be made apparent. 

Mr. INGERSOLL then resumed his remarks by 
areferenve to the interference of the British Minis- 
ter at Washington inthe Amistad case, as one in- 
stance only of the disposition of Great Britain to 
meddie with our affairs, 
report which had appeared in the public prinis that 
a gentleman had communicated that a Papal Ball 
had been issued by the See of Rome, at the instance 
of the British Government, and sent here to warn 
us to put an end to the slave trade. 

The SPEAKER here reminded the gentleman 
that he was taking a very wide range. 

Mr. ADAMS hoped the gentleman would be al- 
lowed to proceed, and he trusted that others would 
be allowed to reply. 

Mr. INGERSOLL contended that the course of 
argument which he had adopted was necessarily 
that which he was compelled to take in order to 
show how the domestic slave trade was connected 
with the foreign slave trade. He maintained that 
he was pursuing the only course by which to illus- 
trate whathe had to say on the question of Aboli- 
tion. 

The SPEAKER said that he was at a loss to see 
the bearing or connection of these subjects with 
the one under consideration. 

Mr. INGERSOLL regarded them as intimately 
and immediately bearing upon them. 

Mr. BOTTS insisted that there was no sort of 
connection between the subjects reterred to by the 
gentleman and that under consideration; and he 
called upon the Speaker to enforce the rules of 
the House, that we may progress with the business 
of the country. 

Some discussion followed on the point of order, 
in which Messrs. KING, INGERSOLL, WISE, 
and BOTTS participated. 

After which, Mr. INGERSOLL again resumed, 
by declaring that the slave trade had been, and still 
was, on the increase, while British agents were in 
this country actively interfering, and with a false 
philanthropy, in the cause of Abolition, and in 
many other matters with which they ought not to 
busy themselves. He then again adverted to the 
fact of British ships of war capturing our ships on 
frivolous pretences, and sending them into Boston 
and other ports of the United States as prizes, and 
argued that it became them, the North and the 
South, to unite hand in hand to resist this aggres- 
sion on the commerce and maritime rights of this 
country. 

Mr. BOTTS again rose to a question of order. 
He meant no disrespect to the gentleman, for there 
was no gentleman on the floor for whom he enter- 
The effect of this course, 
however, was to delay the business of the country, 
and he could not sit here and listen to such re- 


He also alluded to the | 
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| Abolition. 
| States of Virginia and New York should have been 
| brought into a state of unhappy collision on the 
| subject, and that Georgia and Maine should also 
| be in the same condition. 


| ject. 


marks. And if the Cuatr should decide the argu- 
ment to be in order, he would take an appeal from 
the decision; and he would remind his colleague 
that that question was not debateable. 

The SPEAKER having decided that the gentle- 
man from Pennsylvania was not out of order, 

Mr. BOTTS appealed. 

Mr. PROFFIT asked for the yeas and nays on 
the appeal, which were ordered. . 

Mr. W. C. JOHNSON was proceeding to ad 
vert tothe latitude of debate which had been al- 
lowed to Mr. Apams—when 

Mr. BOTTS called Mr. J. to order. 

An incidental question of order here arose, name- 


| ly, whether the appeal was debatable. 


And, after some conversation, 
Mr. BOTTS withdrew his appeal, remarking that 


_ he had complied with his sense of duty in attempt- 
| ing to put an end 
| found that the effort was useless; and he hoped 


to this irrelevant debate. He 


that the gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. Inarr- 
SOLL] would take his time. 

So the appeal being withdrawn, 

Mr. INGERSOLL resumed his remarks by say- 


| ing that he trusted that he was understood by all 


who heard him when he was endeavoring to con- 
nect!2 e agitation of this question in England with 
its agitation in this country. The greater part of 
the petitions which were presented here, it was well 


| known, were the work of those impelled by a simi- 


lar feeling, which certainly began there. Mr. I. 
then went on to say that the Southern people of 


| this country ought to move witha fixed determina- 
| tion to protect their rights against the influence and 


machinations of those who were desperately atempt- 
ing to undermine their institutions. On the ques- 
tion of slavery in the abstract, he knew of no dis- 
senting voice. We all regretted the existence of 
it, but it did not follow that we were to throw fire- 
brands over the whole South because of the evil. 
The gentleman from Massachusetts was entirely 
mistaken in supposing that the late Administratien 
hed at all connected itself with the question of 
He thought it unfortunate that the 


Mr. I. went on to ex- 
press his astonishment and horror at what had fal- 
len from the gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. 
Apams] the other day when speaking on this sub- 
He understood the gentleman as saying that, 
in the event of a servile war breaking out in the 
South, there would be an end of the Constitution. 
He would be glad to know whether he (Mr. I.) bad 
understood him. 

Mre ADAMS rose and said: If the gentleman 
wished him to repeat what he had said, he had no 
hesitation in saying that he had said no such thing 
as that in that event there would be an end of the 
Constitution of the United States. What he had 
said was, that in the event of a servile war, his 
own opinjgn would be that if the free portion of the 
people of this Union were called upon to support 
the institutions of the South by suppressing the 
slaves, and a servile war in consequence of it, in 
that case he would not say that Congress had no 
right to interfere with the institutions of the South ; 
that the very fact, perhaps, of the free portion of 
this Union being called to sacrifice their blood and 
their treasure for the purpose of suppressing war in 
a case in which a moxt distinguished Southern man, 
the author of the Declaration of Independence, had 


| declared that in that event the Almighty had no 


attribute that sided with the master—he would say 
that if the free portion of this Union were called 
upon to expend their blood and their treasure to 


| support that cause which had the curse and the dis- 


pleasure of the Almighty upon it, he would say 
that this same Congress would sanction an expen- 
diture of blood and treasure, for that cause itself 
would come within the constitutional action of 
Congress, and that there would be no longer any 
pretension that Congress had not the right to inter- 
fere with the institutions of the South, inasmuch as 
the very fact of the people of a free portion of the 
Union marching to the support of the masters 
would be an interference with those institutions; 
and that, in the event of a war, the result of which 








no man could tell, the treaty-making power would 
become to be equivalent to universal emancipation. 
This was what he had then said, and he would add 
to it now, that, in his opinion, if the decision of 
this House, taken two days ago, should be re- 
versed, and a rule established that the House would 
receive no petition on this subject, the people of the 
North would be ipso facio absolved from ail obliga- 
tion to obey any call from Congress, If the peti- 
tions were refused, then no call could be made 
upon them. If the free people of the Nerth have 
nothing to do with the South, then they should not 
be called upon to support the South. 

Mr. INGERSOLL was about to resume, bat 
gave way to a motion of Mr. Wise that the House 
adjourn. 

The yeas and nays were ordered, and being taken, 
were yeas 101, nays 82. 

So the House adjourned. 

IN SENATE. 
Tuurspay, June 10, 1841. 

Mr. EVANS presented the petition of a number 
of citizens of Portland, Maine, praying the passage 
of a bankrupt law; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. > 

Mr. YOUNG presented the petition of citizens of 
Galena, praying for the passage of a general bank- 
rupt law; which was referred to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. 

Mr. PRENTISS presented the petition ofcitizens 
of Sumterville, Ala. praying the passage of a gene- 
ral bankrupt law; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. BATES presented the memorial of the Le- 
gislature of Massachusetts, in relation to the public 
lands; which was referred to the Committee on 
Public Lands. 

Mr. BUCHANAN fpresented the memorial of 
citizens of Pennsylvania, praying the imposition of 
a duty on foreign silks; which was referred to the 
Committee on Finance. 

Mr. HENDERSON presented the memorial of 
the Grand Gulf Railroad Company; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. RIVES then made his motion to refer so 
much of the President’s message as relates to our 
foreign relations to the Committee on Foreign Re- 
lations. 

Mr. CLAY begged the Senator to waive his mo- 
tion fora moment. [Mr. Rives acquiesced.] Mr. 
Cray then, on leave, introduced a bill appropriating, 
for a limited time, the proceeds of the sales of the 
public lands; which he asked might be read twice 
by its title, and referred to the Committee on the 
Public Lands. 

on bill having been read a first time by its 
title, 

Mr. WOODBRIDGE moved that the bill be 
printed. 

Mr. CLAY said that was unnecessary, as it was 
identically the same bi!l as had heretofore passed 
the Senaje,.which was familiar to all. He thought 
the printing had better not be ordered until reported 
back from the committee. 

Mr. WOODBRIGDE said he had never had an 
opportunity of seeing the bill, and desired to ex- 
amine its provisions. 

Mr. CLAY then waived his objection to the 
printing, and it was ordered. 

The question was then taken on reading the 
bill a second time, and it requiring unanimous con- 
sent 

Mr. BENTON objected. 

Mr. CLAY. It canbe read to-morrow. We 
will profit by this dilatoriness hereafter. 

Mr. HENDERSON, on leave, introduced a bill 
to establish a uniform system of bankruptcy 
throughout the United States. Mr. H. remarked 
that the bill was similar in its provisions to the 
bill of the last session. He asked that it might be 
read twice and referred to the Committee on tke 
Judiciary. 

Mr. WALKER adverted to the great impor- 
tance of this bill, and the necessity for acting on it 
at the present session. But it was in vain to refer 
itto acommittee, without there was-.an intention 
on the partof a majority of the Senate of acting 
on it. He suggested to his colleague, therefore 
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whether it would not be-better to take the question 
on ordering the bill to a second reading by ayes and 
noes, in order to test the Senate on the subject. 
After some remarks by Messrs. BERRIEN, 
SEVIER, and CLAY of Kentucky, Mr. WALK- 
ER withdrew his motion, and the bill was read 
twice and referred to the Cummitiee on the Judi- 


ciary- 

Mr. RIVES renewed his oft repeated mo- 
tion to refer that part of the Presideni’s message, 
which relates to our foreign relations, to the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. BUCHANAN then rose and entered into a 
review of the doctrines developed in the correspon- 
dence between the Secretary of State and the Bri- 
tish Minister, and various events growing out of it. 
He was replied to by 

Mr. RIVES, who occupied the floor in reply 
from 2 to a quarter past 3 o’clock. 

Mr. CHOATE then took the fleor, but express- 
ing a wish for the {Senate to adjourn on aceount of 
fatigue, an adjournment was moved by Mr. CLAY 
of Kentucky, and 

The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Taurspay, June 10, 1841. 

By the reading of the journal, it appeared that 
the following gentiemen have been appointed a 
committee on the rules for the government of the 
House, viz: 

Messrs. Calhoun, Lewis Williams, Habersham, 
Hopkins, A. L. Foster, T. J. Campbell, Lawrence, 
J. W. Williams, and Banks. 

On motion of Mr. TILLINGHAST, it was 

Resolved, That a commitiee of three members 
be appointed, who, together with a like number to 
be appointed by the Senate, shail consider such 
subjects as may come before them relating to the 
Library of Congress, and direct the expenditure of 
all moneys appropriated to purchase books for the 
said library. 

Mr. BRIGGS off-red a resolution, that on and 
after to-day the House will take a recess from two 
to four o’vclock, p. m. and that the daily hour of 
meeting be ten o’clock; but it was rejected without 
a count. 

Mr. FILLMORE submitted the following resolu- 
tion: 

Resolved, That the report of the Secretary of the 
Treasury, made to this House at the present ses- 
sion, be committed to the Committee of Ways and 
Means, except such parts thereof as relate to the 
subject already committed to a select committee. 

Mr. RANDOLPH desired to move an amend- 
ment. 

Mr. WELLER objected to the introduction of 
the resolution. 

The SPEAKER said the resolution could not be 
introduced but by unanimous consent. 

Mr. RANDOLPH (on the suggestion of Mr. 
Fittmore) withdrew his preposition to amend. 

Mr. FILLMORE hoped the gentleman from 
Ohio [Mr. WetLER] would ‘withdraw his objgc- 
tion. The Committee of Ways and Means had 
no business before them. 

Mr. STANLY. Move to suspend the rule. 

~ FILLMORE moved a suspension of the 

rale, 
‘ Mr. PICKENS suggested that there was some 
business requiring the action of the Committee of 
Ways and Means; he alluded to the appropriations 
necessary to pay themselves. ([Laughter.] He 
presumed there would be no objection now. 

[Cries of ‘*No, no;” that will fix it.”} 

The SPEAKER here stated to the House that 
the applications for money had been very nume- 
rous and pressing; and that heavy responsibilities 
on this subject had already been taken by the 
Speaker. No appropriations had been made; and 
the Chair was now checking upon a bank on his 
own responsibility. It was for the House to say 
how long this state of things should continue. 

The question was then taken on the motion of 
Mr. Fittmorg, and the rules were suspended. 

And then the resolution was adopted. 

Mr. HOLMES presented the resolutions passed 
by the citizens of Charleston, S. C. recommending 





an appropriation of the amount of one year’s salary 


to the relief of General Harrison’s family; which || 
were referred to the Committee of the Whole on the || 
state of the Union, and ordered to be printed. i] 

Mr. UNDERWOOD presented the memoreal of 
the Farmers and Mechanics Bank of Georgetown; | 





ington, praying for an extension of their charters, 
&c.; which were referred to the Committee for the 
District of Columbia. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House additional 
testimony in the case ef Wma. Smiru of Virginia, 


1] 
1 
i 
also, that of the Patriotic Bank of the ciiy of Wash- 


who contests the seat of the Hon. Lisn Banus; 
which was referred to the Committee of Elections. 

Also, acommunication from the Treasurer of 
the United States, transmitting an account of re- 
ceipts and expenditures for the service of the Post 
Office Department for the year terminating on the 
Isi of July, 1840; which was laid on the table and 
ordered to be printed. 


wish to interrupt the business of the House, but he 
desired to inquire of the Chair whether a day 
would soon be assigned for the presentation of pe- 
titions and memorials generally, or whether it 
would be in order for him now to present a memo- 
rial. He held in his hand a petition on the sub- 
ject of national foundries, which he was desirous to 
present, if he could do so in order. 

The SPEAKER said that, after the special bu- 
Siness (of reconsideration) now before the House had 





been disposed of, petitions and memoriais would 
be entertained. 

Mr. McKEON, by unanimous consent, present- 
ed the memorial of the Chamber of Commerce of 
New York, praying for the establishment of a Na- 
tional Bank; which was referred 
Committee on the Currency. 

Mr. C. H. WILLIAMS submitted a resolution, 
which was read for information, providing for the 
appointment of a commiltee of 


Select 


Mr. BIDLACK rose and said that he did not 
to the | 





gress according to the sixth census. 

The House concurred in the resolution of the 
Senate appointing a Committee on Enrolled Bills, 
to join such committee as may be appointed on 
the part of the House, in pursuance of the joint 
rules of the two Houses. 

A joint resoluiion was received from the Se- 
nate in relation to the appointment of a Joint Com- 
mittee on the Library, &c. 
red in. 


which was concur- 


ABOLITION PETITIONS. 
The House then resumed the consideration of 
the motion heretofore submitted by Mr. Incersout, 


decided in favor of omitting the 2st rule of the 
last Congress. 

Mr. INGERSOLL resumed his remarks, com- 
menced yesterday, by a reference to the course of 
Mr. Apams on the subject of Abolition petitions. 
The treaty-makiog power, under our Constituticn, 
was competent in a certain contingency, as was 
argued by the gentleman from Massachusetts, (or 
was rather to be deduced from his argument,) to 
remove ten or tweive States from this Union. 
This was the most extraordinary doctrine an- 
nounced by the honorable and most experienced 
member from Massachusetts, [Mr. Apams.] It 
was a doctrine entirely transcending all the politi- 
cal abstractions of the day, and nullification among 
the rest. He deprecated the habit which, he said, 
we had lately acquired, of talking in the most 
light and trifling manner about an insurrection of 
the slaves of the South, as if it was not an event 
involving the most horrid and dreadful conse- 
quences. We spoke of an event of this character 
with the greatest composure, as one not to be 
dreaded, and adveried to without horror. He 
must say that he had listened to the honorable gen- 
tleman from Massachusetts, on this point, not with- 
out feelings of the utmost horror, and with his 
blood running cold. What, he asked, was a ser- 
vile war? Nobody knew better than the gentle- 
man from Massachusetts, who would recollect the 
fatal and disastrous consequences of the ten servile 
wars that were waged in the Roman Empire. Not- 
withstanding all that had falien from the gentleman 
in reference to the event of a servile war in the 
southern portion of this Union, and whatever might 


members, 
to apportion the number of representativés in Con- || 


to reconsider the vote by which the House had 





| was another thing. 
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be his cerstitutional ideas and scruples in relation to 
it, he (Mr. Incersout) would venture to say that 








|} he would lay them all aside when the iime came, 


and be ready to march with a Northern army to 
the aid and assistance of his Southern brethren. 
And suffer him (Mr. Incersout) to say that he 
would be glad to teader his services upon such an 
expedition, even as a corporal or a private. 
(Laughter.) [Here Mr. I. read an exiract from 
Sallust in reference to the servile wars of Rome.] 
This was but a feeble description of the servile 
wars, where the slaves were of the same color as 
their masters. He went on to notice some remarks 
of Mr. Apams in allusion to Mr. Van Buren as 
“ihe Northern man with Southern principles,” and 


took the occasion to say that he was the author of 


that sentiment, it having been given by him as a 


toast at a fourth of July celebration. 


Mr. I was proceeding to read an article from 
the Southern Literary Messenger, addressed to 
President Lamar, with regard to the question of 
slavery in connection with the annexation of Texas, 
when 

The SPEAKER reminded the gentleman that 
he was taking a very wide range, and wandering 
from the immediate subject before the House. 

Mr. INGERSOLL said that, with ali due defe- 
rence te the opinion of the Chair, he regarded the 
course of argument he was pursuing as necessary 
to show the effect of interfering with the question of 
the abolition of slavery. 

Mr. ADAMS entreated that the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania might not be arrested in his speech. 

Mr. INGERSOLL said he claimed not the floor 
as a matter of privilege, but of right. 

The SPEAKER then said that the question of 
the annexation of Texas was not in crder at this 
time. The gentleman, however, was at liberty to 
proceed with his remarks in order. 

Mr. INGERSOLL continued by saying that he 
would proceed to ask what is American abolition? 
He did not know, nor had he ever been able to as- 
certain. He understood from the gentleman from 
Massachusetts that he disclaimed the title altoge- 
ther. The gentleman had said that even in the 
District of Columbia the time had not yet come, 
as he (Mr. I.) understood him, for the abolition of 
slavery. What, then, was it that gentlemen who 
felt so strongly on this question desired? (And he 
directed his argument to the gentieman from Ver- 
mont particularly, and others, and wished them to 
explain what they really meant.) For he declared 
that he had never been able to discover what it 
was. The moment the question was propounded 
to gentlemen who thowghtas they did, one said 


| that Abolition was one thing, and another that it 


None of them knew exactly 
what it war. He begged leave to read a petition 
which had been sent to his care by the Anli-Slave- 
ry Society of the city and county of Philadephia. 

{Here Mr. I read the same, which prayed for 


| such an alteration of the Constitution of the United 
| States as would restore to liberty those of our fel- 
| low-beings now in slavery. ] 


Now, this was the only practical Abolition he 
knew of. The Abolitionists, it appeared to him, 
consisted of three classes. There was the class en- 
thusiastic, and for whom he entertained the most 
sincere respect. The second class were what he 
| deemed to be the rational bat impracticable Aboli- 
| tionists, such as he supposed had sent him the pe- 
| tition which he had just read. And the third class 
| were those who made use of the term Abolitionists 
| for political purposes—to elect Mr. A. or Mr. B. or 
} 


any body elss, to Congress, or some other public po- 

sition. He would endeavor to present the matter in 
| a rational point of view. The first class were to be 
treated with moderation, and allowed to ride their 
hobbies, for he believed many of them were sincere. 
The second were to be controlled; and the third 
to be watched and guarded agaidst. And, with 
regard to what had been said as to a servile War, 
and the separation of ten or twelve Southern 
Siates from this Union, he could never give his as- 
sent to the adoption of any such course of policy 
as would lead to that result. Indeed it would 
be decidedly unwise and wrong. He thonght 
that, whether there was a servile war or not, it 
would be a greater misfortune for us to separate 
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from them than for them to separate from us. 
With regard to the partisan Abolition agitators, he 
had no hesitation in saying their treason was of the 
very highes: grade. 

{Here Mr. [. read some passages from ‘‘Borke’s 
Reflections on the French Revolution,” in order to 
show what were his sentiments in regard to it, and 
as applicable to what is going on in the United 
States in reference to Abolitionism. } 

The gentleman from Georgia said, the other day 
that there were no less than 1,300 societies for this 
propagandism. Hep(Mr. 1.) however, might say 
tha: there were not less than 2,000 of these socie- 
lies. He would ask, cui bono? He would inquire of 
of the gentleman from Massachusetts, {Mr. ADaMs, | 
and the gentlemen from Vermont, who said 
he intended to preserve his equanimity and temper 
on this question, what it was they asked for? Was 
it merely that gentlemen should stand up in this 
Hall, and say that all Southern men are cowards? 
it was a disagreeable sentence to utter, that the Al- 
mighty had set his seal of reprobation on slavery; 
and yet this had been repeated, again and again, 
here. There was no question, there was no doubt 
on the mind of any gentleman—every body con- 
ceded it, and the gentleman from Massachusetts 
among the rest—that we have no right to interfere 
with slavery in the Southern Siates, whatever we 
might do in the District of Columbia. 

Then, in the name of God, what did gentlemen 
want? The slave trade abroad was, by the Con- 
stitution of the United States, pat an end to. 
There were many members of this House who 
were not aware that it had been decided 
by the opinions of three-fourths of the Su 
preme Court that Congress does not possess the 
power to interfere with the slave trade among 
the States. It was a question with which Federal 
authority had nothing to do. With respect to the 


number of slaves in the District of Columbia, he’ 


had been given to understand that, according to the 
last census, it had been reduced 334 per cent. from 
the previous census. Cut bono? For what, he 
asked, was the use of interfering in this matter? 
It appeared, both by the Message of the present 
Executive and that of his predecessor, that the fo- 
reign slave trade was on the increase, notwith- 
standing allihat the English and American Go- 
vernments could do to the contrary. He was fully 
impressed with the conviction that no good was to 
come from these movements. It seemed to him to 
be ridiculous; it was passion, merely passion. After 
adverting to the fact that many foreign books were 
circulated in this country with a view to get up an 
Abolition feeling among the emigrants here, he 
deprecated, in the strongest manner, the adoption 
of any course of action that was in the slightest 
degree calculated to fan into a flame these combus- 
tible materials, and thus plunge the Union into 
trouble, and, perhaps, bloodshed. He called upon 
the honorable gentleman from Vermont, whom he 
believed to be sincere on the subject, for his plan, 
for he (Mr. I.) wished to know what was to be 
done. He was tired of hearing these remarks, that 
“it was a shame”—that “all this was sic semper ty 
rannis.”” But what good did it do? Didit notdoa 
vast deal of mischief? Did it not do a great deal 
of harm? He would call upon all the members 
from Vermont to Iet us know what they want. 
He had been amused the other day, when the gen- 
tleman from Georgia said that he had been told of 
the shocking circumstance, that in a certain coun- 
ty all the postmasters were Abolitionists, and at 
which annunciation all the members sprang upon 
their feet. Now, he (Mr. Incersott) would say, 
that if he entertained the same opinions as the gen- 
tleman from Vermont, then he would say that 
there ought to be none but Abolition postmasters 
in Pennsylvania. Was it any attack on their mo- 
rality and their patriotism, because sincere in their 
notions respecting Abolitionism? Not at al). It 
appeared to him that this was not merely an attack; 
it was a conspiracy—it was a conspiracy. That’s 
what it was. He did notuse words without under- 
standing their meaning. There were good as well 
as bad conspirators. It wasa conspiracy with a 
view to destroy the institutions of the South. It 
was an immense conspiracy, consisting of men not 
only in this, but other countries. 





He would now proceed to state some things 
which he knew would shock many of those who 
heard them, and which he did not state without as- 
suming the responsibility of them. He was pre- 
pared for responsibility, and for that vituperation 
which he might expect to have poured upon his 
devoted head, by a fre: and independent press. 
After remarking that the gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts had said, with scorn, that it had been re- 
presented that slavery was the corner-sione of li- 
berty, he proceeded to remind that gentleman that 
there had been ten Presidents of the United Siates, 
five of whom were slaveholders, and three of them 
were re-elected. 

He next spoke of the removals from office un- 
der the present Administration, and said that a 
most extraordinary course had been pursued in re- 
gard to many of them, in turning good officers out, 
merely on account of their politics—a practice to 
which he was entirely opposed. He mentioned, 
too, as a fact, that the Secretary of State had re- 
moved agentleman, inevery respect competent to 
fulfil the duties of his. office, in order to putin his 
own son. 

The SPEAKER hers called the gentleman from 
Pennsy!vania to order, on the ground that he was 
not confining himself to the subject. 

Mr. HOLMES asked if the Speaker had called 
the gentleman from Massachusetts to order the 
other day when he departed from the question then 
before the House? 

Mr. RHETT said that the gentleman from Mas- 
sachusetts had not been called to order. 

Mr. DAWSON remarked that, at the time the 
gentleman from Massachusetts was. on the floor, 
the rules had not been adopted, and therefore 
that was the reason the Speaker did not then in- 
terfere. 

Mr. HOLMES said— 

“Optics nice, it takes, I ween, 
Tosee what is not to be seen.” 

Mr. ADAMS hoped the gentleman would be al- 
lowed to go on without interruption in any re- 
marks which he might think proper to make. 

Mr. TOMLINSON said he hoped the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania would not be allowed to pro 
ceed without the consent of the House. 

The SPEAKER said that the other day, when 
the gentleman from Massachusetts was on the floor, 
he called him to order, and he submitted, although 
the rules were not in force. 


Mr. INGERSOLL said, if permitted to proceed | 


with his remarks, he would drop the question of 
removal from office, and confine himself strictly to 
the subject before the House. 

Mr. CLIFFORD moved that the gentleman 


from Pennsylvania be allowed to proceed with his 
remarks. 


Objection being made— 

The yeas and nays were demanded and ordered, 
with a view of determining whether he should be 
permitted to proceed’ with his rem arks; and 
it was decided in the affirmative: yeas 136, 
nays 33 

Mr. INGERSOLL, then again assumed his re- 
marks by saying that his position was this: that 
the English right of petition was not an American 
right of petitition,and he conceived, with great 
deference to the better judgment and great expe- 
rience of the genileman from Massachusetts, that 
the argumeat here had been based upen the Eng- 
glish Whig principle. Here Mr. I. referred to 
Blackstone, vol. 1, p. 142, in order to show what 
the right of petition is in England. It was indis- 
pensable there, where the Parliament was omnipo- 
tent. But, inthis country, where the people are 
sovereign, it was a very different thing. There 
was, however, no such thing here as the right 
of petition, because Congress was not omnipotent. 
He denied that there was a right of petition to Con- 
gress, because there existed the right of instruction. 
Mr. I. next called the attention of the House to 
the etymological [meaning of the word “petition,” 
and then added that he submitted this question as 
one of considerable doubt, whether if we passed 
the boundaries ef a State we have a right to peti- 
tion. Referring then to the constituents of the 
gentleman from Massachusetts, he asked, what 
was the grievance they complained of? Why, it 
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was slavery in the South—a matter in which we 
have no right to interfere. It would be well to 
pause long and reflect deeply whether this 
dectrine of the right of petition was as clear 
as the gentleman from Massachusetts and 
others might imagine. He submitted these 
views with great deference to those whose learn- 
ing and intelligence was greater than his, and 
whose sympathies on the subject were stronger, 
Although he might be wrong, yet, upon the whole, 
he was disposed tocome to this conclusion, that 
there is no right of petition on the part of a State 
against the existence of slavery in another State. 
How stood the question in regard to the District of 
Columbia? Why, it was claimed there was a 
constitutional right over slavery within the ten 
miles square. But the right of petition was sub. 
ject to this qualification, that the right applied only 
to those living within this District. Mr. I. was 
was proceeding to remark on what he understood 
the gentleman from Maryland (Mr. W. C. Joun- 
son] to have said, in reference to the introduc. 
tion of the resolution adopted as the 21st rule of 
the House, two years age, when 

Mr. W. C. JOHNSON rose and said, that the 
fact of couching the rule in the words in which it 
now existed was occasioned by a speech of the gen- 
tleman from Massachusetts. The rule, he was 
told, as originally written by the gentleman from 
Virginia, [Mr. Wisr,] and submitted by a gentle- 
man from South Carolina not now on this floor, 
was virtually the same as the 2ist rule, as adopted, 
and asit recently existed as one of the rules of the 
House, which was written by himself, (Mr. J.) 
The proposition of the gentleman from Virginia 
was the same as that offered by a gentleman from 


| South Carolina, and was, that the motion to re- 


ceive Abolition petitions should lie on the table. It 
was only a different way of reaching the same 


| question and the same object which they were 


reaching by a rejection of the petition, when it was 
first announced by the gentleman who would pre- 
sent it and give a brief statement of its contents. 
He had somewhat changed the phraseology of the 
resolution, but it was notthe result of any sud- 
den impulse. He had examined the subject eight 
years ago when first elected to Congress, and 
he then came to the solemn conclusion, after the 
fullest investigation and after hearing the subject 


| discussed over and over again, that Congress had 


no jurisdiction in the matter; and that the people 
of the North have ne right to petition for the aboli- 
tion of slavery either in the District of Columbia 
or any of the States. He had never spoken on the 


subject till two years ago, but he had, as he had 


just said, made up his mind in reference to it many 
years before. Mr. J. concluded by reiterating 
that, in drawing up his resolution on the occasion 
referred to, he was not moved suddenly by any 
impulse, but by his solemn, deliberate, and long- 
settled conviction of what he conceived to be the 
right course to be taken on this question. 

Mr. INGERSOLL resumed. He confessed that 
he had some little difficulty in his mind about the 
extreme stringiness and universality of this rule. 
Heedid not like the operation of thisrnie. He 
contended that this was no party question; and the 
gentleman from Massachusetts was never more 
mistaken in his life if he supposed it was. He 
(Mr. I.) knew men of all political parties who 
agreed on this question. 
motive for wishing to see this rule rescinded was, 
that he believed if it had never been in force the 
agitation on the Abolition question would have 
come to an end before this time. He would be 
willing, for his own part, to refer the whole subject 
io the gentleman from Massachusetts to make a 
report upon it, and then he was sure that his doc- 
trines on the subject of Abolition would set the 
matter at rest. 

Mr. WISE rose to explain. He wished to offer 
an explanation of his reasons why he could not 
yield any thing. it was an explanation he had 
often made to the gentleman from Massachusetts, 
that he [Mr. ApaMs] would not go for the aboli- 
tion of slavery in the Districtof Columbia. That 
gentleman hadsaid so on several occassions; at 
the same time, he had uniformly understood from 
that gentleman and others that the Abolitionists 


He confessed that his. 
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in the District of Columbia. They wish slavery 
te remain here until petition after petition shall be 
ured into Congress, day after day, and the discus- 


have areason why they will not go for abolition | 


sion kept up in the public mind until public senti- 
ment is affected in the slaveholding States. And 
ihe moment gentlemen tell him they would not re- 
ceivea petition to abolish slavery in the Siates, 
that moment they turn round and say they would 
not abolish slavery in the District of Columbia at 
this time. 

Mr. INGERSOLL concluded his remarks by ex- 
pressing his deep anxiety and solicitude to put an 
end to the excitement prevailing in the country iu 
the country in relation to the question of Aboli- 
tionism, and to restore it to repose, peace, and tran- 

aillity. 
: Mr. J. C. CLARK of New York then moved 
the previous question on the motion of reconsidera- 


ton. 

Mr. SMITH moved a call of the House, which 
was ordered, and proceeded in until 211 members 
answered to their names. 

All further proceedings in the call were then dis- 
pensed with. 

Mr. MARSHALL then requested Mr. Crank 
to withdraw the motion for the previous question, 

Mr. CLARK said he was willing to do so, pro- 
vided the gentleman would renew it after he should 
have concluded his remarks. 

Mr. MARSHALL expressing his willingness so 
to do, the motion for the previous question was 
withdrawn. 

Mr. MARSHALL then took the floor and spoke 
at great [engih, and with much animation, on the 
general ground embraced by the rule in question. 

A full and revised report of his remarks has been 
promised on the first opportunity. The following 
is a sketch: 

After some introductory remarks, Mr. M. said 
he had no disposition to prolong this debate. There 
was ne member of this body, come from what 
quarter of the Union he might—from a free State 


or from a slave State—that had been more unwil- | 
ling than himself to see this question agitated at | 


the present session. When he came here, he found 
the 2lst rule established as the rule of the last 
House; and he thought that, being an established 
rule—no matter by what authority or by what par- 
ty it was made so—he thought that it must be con- 
ducive to the general weal that that rule should be 


suffered to stand at least during the extra session. | 


When the venerable gentleman from Massachu- 
setts [Mr. Apams] had moved its recission, he (Mr. 


M.) had voted against it with the hope that genile- | 


men from the North—gentlemen from the free 
States—gentlemen, the representatives (to use his 
own language) of freemen, would not have pressed 
this question at this time upon the consideration of 
the House. 

It had been urged by the gentleman from Mas- 
sachusetts that this rule was an Administration 
measure; that the Loco Focos here at the Jast Con- 
gress had adopted it; and now, at a time when the 
Representatives of this great nation had convened 
here for certain special objects, a party question 
was made upon this subject of Abolition; and 
we had been told by the highest authority in 
this House, so far as age, and name, and his 
connection with the past history of this coun- 
try were concerned, that the repeal of this Qlst 
rule was to be a Whig measure. He (Mr. M.) 
had voted, as he had said, against the reci- 
sion. He had done so in order that the sub- 
ject might not come up for discussion; in order that 
the twogreat sections of this Union, divided, un- 
happily divided, on the most agitating question 
that could possibly be raised, might, at all events, 
be suffered to repose until the regular session of 
Congress. He hoped, therefore, that gentlemen 
would not make a point of order against him. It 
might not probably be regarded as very germain 
to the immediate question Lefore the House, to 
refer to the reasons by which his course was go- 
verned; but he had risen tor the purpose of ex- 
plaining to that great body of freemen whom he 
Teptesented, the reasons for the votes he should this 
day give. 


‘He had voted against the motion of the gentle- 
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man from Massachusetis (Mr. Apams] in order, if 
possible, to postpone this question until a more 
convenient season; and he should now vote against 
the reconsideration of that vote, in order that the 
House might proceed to the business of the na- 
tion. 

He did not know whether the gentleman from 
Massachusetts intended to press this question, or 
not, at this session. But whether he did or not, there 
was one Southern member—ay, more than one— 
that stood prepared now and at all times to meet it. 
Would to God that could be postponed. Would 
to God that the phrenzy of that philantropy which 
seemed to blaze in the aged brain of the gentleman 
from Massachusetts; that that expansive benevo- 
lence, which comprehended within its grasp ail 


human beings; and which corresponded with the | 


free negroes of Ohio and published their letters in 


the papers of the North—would to God that that || 


most large and prejudiced vision, which put him on 
a level with the African negroes and made them 
his fellow-citizens—would that all these things 


lar session. He did not intend to assail the princi- 
ples of the gentleman—not be. If the gentleman 
chose to be the peer of liberated slaves, it was his 
{[Mr. A’s] affair. But he (Mr. M.) had referred to 
these matters merely for the purpose of explaining 
his own ideas. 

Well, when this moyement to repeal the 21st 
rule was made, be had left his own seat to take 
another; for, of all the rooms that ever were de- 
vised by man, he thought this Hall was the least 
favorable to the transmission of sound. He had 
placed himself (on the principle of first come first 
served) where he could hear the gentleman from 
Massachusetts: and he had listened to him with 
that attention with which all young politicians 
looked to him who bore that name, and who stood 
in the position in which the gentleman stood to- 
ward the history of this country. The gentleman 
was connected, by his public acts, with the mighty 
times of Washington and the Revolution: he stood 


hére in a primeval character, and what he said and | 


did went ont to all the tribes with the authority of 
a patriarchal generation. And had the sentiments 
come from any oiher quarter, he (Mr. M.) might 
not possible have feli as he now did, but his duty 
compelled him to respond to them. He had voted 
against the recision because he thought that, in the 
argument of the gentleman on the motion to re- 
scind, there lurked the hidden idea that there ex- 
isted here a right to interfere with the domestic in- 
stitutions of the Siate from which he (Mr. M.) 
came. He had listeaed to the entire speech, and 
if he misunderstood the gentleman, he hoped an 
explanation might be made, not on his (Mr. M’s) 
account, but on acecunt of the nation, on account 
of the world, that the whole universe might know 
the true position which the gentleman assumed on 
this agitating question. 

He had understood the gentleman to say in re- 
ply to the unanswerable precedent cited the other 
day by a gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. Wisr,] 
that it was not directly in point, Recause the ex- 
pression in that resolution went to encourage, and 
that there was a difference (mark you) between re- 
ceiving a petition, and the encouraging of millions; 
that he did not contend for encouraging, and that, 
so far as this argument was concerned, he might 
be found with the names, the illustrious names, 
which the gentleman from Virginia had read as ap- 
pended to thatresolution. But the genileman from 
Massachusetts was still for receiving petitions upon 
abstract right. He (Mr. M.) felt disposed to ask 
the gentlemen, and would have done so, but that it 
might have appeared presumptuous in so obscure 
an individual, cui beno—what good is to come? 
Why pursue questions upon abstract right, when 
no practical result is to follow? But he had listened 
to the gentleman’s argument throughout; and he 
found that, Yankee like, it looked to results. They 
were a people of results; they did not deal in ab- 
stractions. When they made a proposition, it 
meant something. It was not a mere theory to 
speculate upon; it was not a syllogism got up to 
amuse our schoolmen and visionaries with: Oh! no. 
What did the gentleman say? 

Mr. M. here referred to that portion of the ar- 
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| and you will be his master.” 
| the gentleman from Massachusetts thought, by 


| Not so as to the South. 
| North might tell their story from this year at 


|; their domestic. institutions. 
| immutably, by Southern men, that that was a ques- 


gument of Mr. Apams which treated of the exer- 
cise of the right of petition in England, and how 
it had been kept wp until it resulted in the abolition 
of the slave trade, the emancipation of the Catho- 
lies, &e. What did the gentleman mean? He 
never spoke without a meaning. He was the son 
of the second President of the United States; he 
would descend to the grave with a halo of glory 
about his name, second only to that of Washing- 
ton; something he must mean. And what did he 
mean? Why, that these petitions for the abolition 
of slavery were to be urged, and urged, until pub- 
lic sentiment should be impressed by them, until at 
last these abolition flashes would come to be re- 
cognised as the true philosophy—just like Catholic 
emancipation and the abolition of the slave trade 
under the efforts of Mr. Wilberforce had been. 
The gentleman either meant that or nothing. Mr. 
Barke, (who, ih the humble judgment of Mr M. 
was the greatest man, inteliectually—considered 
merely on the score of his power of thought, was 


|| the most god-like production that the Almighty 
could have been postponed at Jeast until the regu- | 


had ever launched upon human society,) had said, 
‘tell a man the same story every day in the year, 
And it might be that 


talking of this thing day after day, month after 
month, and year after year, public sentiment might 
yield under the inflexible patience of Abolition, 
and that, rather than quarrel longer upon it, we 
would grant the prayer of the petitioners. That 
was the ground aad that was the argument; and, 
for aught he knew, it might be true as to the North, 
Gentiemen from the 


which we now date to the final conflagration of the 
world, and they never could teach the South to be- 
lieve that other people had a right to interfere with 
It had been decided 


tion for their consideration alone. 

The question now assumed another aspect. 
(There being a little confusion in the Hall, Mr. 
M. said ‘‘Hear me for my cause; and be silent that 
ye may hear.’ Roars of laughter.) The motion 
now made was to reconsider the vote. He intend- 
ed to vote agaiist the reconsideration. In other 
words, he should vote for the admission of all the 
petitions which the gentleman from Massachusetts 
[Mr. Apams] might have stowed away in his aboli- 
tion drawer—all of them. And why? Because 
he did not wish this question agitated year after 
year, and it might be, century afier century; but 
he wished it settled now, at once and forever. And 
if the vote be not reconsidered, and abolition peti- 
tions be received at the bar of this Llouse, he should 
move that they be committed to a select committee 
of Northern gentlemen, and that the gentleman 
from Massachusetts be placed at the head of the 
establishment. He (Mr. M.) wanted to try itasa 
question of history. There was something poetical 
in the idea; and the genileman, we all knew, had 
his poetical hours. _There was something poetical 
in the idea that the son of the man whose stalwart 
arm and brawny shoulders had aided in laying the 
corner-stone of that edifice which sheltered the li- 
berties of an empire like this—-(if a conflagration 
was to be kind!ed; if the temple was to throw its 
flickering flames to the sky, and if those who had 
received such blessed shelter within its walls were 
to be sent wandering over the face of the earth)— 
there was something poetical in the thought that 
the son of the man who created it should be the 
incendiary to light the flame for its destruction. 

Mr. M. then proceeded to reply to that portion 
of Mr. Apams’s explanation of yesterday which 
took the ground that there was acase in which 
Congress could interfere with the do nestic institu- 
tions of the South—namely, in the case of insur- 
rection by the slaves. 

The gentleman had laid down the principle, 
clearly, thatin such a case the General Government 
could interfere between the whites and the blacks 
when they were in astate of war. What more 
had the gentleman said? That, being called upon 
to interpose, the freemen, as he denominated those 
of the North, could not be expected to embark ia a 
quarrel on which, to use the idea of Mr. Jefferson, 
the Divinity himself frowned with horror. They 


Pie ch dee eeetn 


cain 


eee aba 





ate a 


Fees. 


_—~ 





42 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 





een nccnn nnn ennn nnn rnc nn nnn en renee ener ener errr eer ee ere a neeee 
could not take part with the whites of the South! 


Oh, no. Whose part, then, were they to take? Mr. 


M. went on to argue that, under the argument of 


Mr. Apams, the North might, by the force of in- 
terference guarantied by the Constitution, by means 
of the treaty-making power, establish the principle 
of universal emancipation; and that finally, by 
these means, a black Republic might be established, 
ranging from the Potomac to the Galf of Mexico. 

Mr. M. then commented on the superiority of 
numbers enjoyed by the North over the South on 
this floor, and, by way of illustrating the injustice 
of the interference of the North with Southern in- 
stitutions, supposed that the case of numbers had 
been reversed, and that the South had attempted to 
force slavery, the aggravated evils of which he ad- 
mitted, on the North. He referred to his own 
course in Kentucky, which had been such as to 
subject him to charges of sympathy and co-action 
with the Abolitionists, because in 1833, as a mem- 
ber of the Legislature, he had voted in favor of 
prohibiting the importation of slaves into Ken- 
tacky, and had subsequently refused to vote against 
it. He examined several clauses of the Constitu- 
tion of the United States, in connection with the 
subject of this peculiar institution, and acknow- 
ledged the influence which the views taken by an 
honorable member from Virginia, [Mr. Borrs,] in 
relation to this rule, had had upon his judment. 
He alluded to the rapid increase of the slave popu- 
lation, and to the evils to be apprehended from that 
source alone. He deprecated the perpetual agitation 
and excitement which were kept up on the subject 
of Abolition, and, disclaiming intention to bluster 
or threaten, represented the invincible determina- 
tion of the South to stand by its institutions and its 
rights, even unto death. 

Mr. M. on concluding, renewed the motion for 
the previous question, 

And the qnestion being on seconding the motion 
for the previous question. 

Mr. RANDOLPH moved that the motion do lie 
on the table. 

On the motion the yeasand nays were ordered, 
and being taken were—yeas 77, nays 142 

So the House refused to lay the motion for the 
previous question on the table. 

The motion for the previous question was then 
seconded, and the main question, on the motion of 
reconsideration, erdered to be put—yeas 116, nays 
100. 

And being put as follows: “Will the House re- 
consider the vote by which the amendment of Mr. 
Apams, striking out the 2ist rule, was agreed to?” 
It was decided in*the negative, as follows—yeas 
107, nays 113. 

YEAS—Messrs. Alford, Landaff W. Andrews, 
Arrington, Atherton, Banks, Barton, Bidlack, 
Bowne, Boyd, Milton Brown, Charles Brown, 
Burke, S. H. Butler, William Batler, William O. 
Butler, Green W. Caldwell, Patrick C. Caldwell, 
John Campbell, William B. Campbell, Thomas J. 
Campbell, Caruthers, Cary, Chapman, Clifford, 
Coles, Daniel, Garrett Davis, Wm. C. Dawson, 
John B. Dawson, Dean, Deberry, Eastman, John 
C. Edwards, John G. Floyd, Joseph Fornance, 
Thomas F. Foster, Robert L. Gamble, Gen'ry, 
Gerry, Gilmer, Goggin, William 0. Goode, Gra- 
ham, Gustine, Habersham, Harris, Hays, Holmes, 
Hopkins, Hubard, Hunter, Ingersoll, Jack, W. C. 
Johnson, Cave Johnson, John W. Jones, Isaac D. 
Jones, Keim, King, Abraham McClellan, Mce- 
Kay, Mallory, Marchand, Medill, Meriwether, 
Miller, Newhard, Nisbet, Oliver, Owsley, Part- 
ridge, Pearce, Pickens, Pope, Proffit, Rayner, 
Reding, Rencher, Rhett, Riggs, Rogers, Roosevelt, 
Sanford, Saunders, Shaw, Shepperd, Snyder, 
Sprigg, Stanly, Steenrod, Summers, Samter, Swe- 
ney, Taliaferro, John B. Thompson, Triplett, Tar- 
ney, Ward, Warren, Washington, Watterson, 
Weller,-Westbrook, Lewis Williams, Christopher 
H. Williams, Wise, and Wood—107. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Allen, Sherlock J. An- 
drews, Arnold, Aycrigg, Babcock, Baker,Barnard, 
Beeson, Birdseye, Blair, Boardman, Borden, Botts, 
Brewster, Briggs, Brockway, Bronson, Jeremiah 
Brown, Burnell, Calhoun, Childs, Chittenden, John 
C. Clark, Staley N. Clarke, Clinton, Cowen, Cran- 
ston, Cravens, Cushing, Richard D. Davis, Dimock, 


ee 


Doig, John Edwards, Egbert, Everett, Ferris, Fes- 
senden, Fillmore, Charles A. Floyd, A. Lawrence 
Foster, Gates, Giddings, Patrick G. Goode, Gor- 
don, Green, Greig, Hall, Halsted, William S. 
Hastings, Henry, Houck, Howard, Hudson, Hunt, 
James Irvin, William W. Irwin, James, John P. 
Kennedy, Lane, Lawrence, Littlefield, Lowell, Re- 
bert McClellan, McKeon, Alfred Marshall, Thomas 
F. Marshall, Samson Mason, Mathiot, Ma'tocks, 
Maxwell, Maynard, Moore, Morgan, Morris, 
Morrow, Osborne, Parmenter, Pendleton, Plumer, 
Powell, Ramsey, Penjamin Randall, Alexander 
Randall, Randolph, Ridgway, Rodney, Russell, 
Saltonstall, Sergeant, Simonton, Slade, Smith, 
Stokely, Stratton, Stuart, Richard W. Thompson, 
Tillinghast, Toland, Tomlinson, Trumbull, Under- 
wood, Van Buren, Van Rensselaer, Wallace, 
Edward D. White, Joseph L. White, Thomas 
W. Williams, Joreph L. Williams, Winthrop, 
Yorke, Angustus Young, and John Young—113. 

Mr. WISE then called for the second question 
of reconsideration, viz: the motion of Mr. For- 
NANCE to reconsider the vote by which the House 
had adopted the resolution appointing a committee 
to-report rules for the government of the House, 
and adopting, until such report be made, the rules 
and orders, except the @lst, of the last House. 

On this subject Mr. W. observed he had a word 
or two to say, but as gentlemen appeared to be de- 
sirous of an adjournment, he would yieid the floor 
for that purpose. 

Mr. HOPKINS then moved to adjourn. 

Mr. FESSENDEN demanded the yeas and 
nays; which were ordered, and were—yeas 111, 
nays 97. 

So the House, at 6 p. m. adjourned. 





IN SENATE, 
Fripay, June 11, 1841. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented a memorial from 
the Select and Common Councils of the city of 
Philadelphia, asking that the Delaware may be for- 
tified, and asteam ship engaged to defend the same. 
The memorial was referred to the Committee on 
Military Affairs. 

The resolution of Mr. Sevier, on the subject of 
the transfer cf Gen. Arbuckle from Fort Gibson to 
Baton Rouge, coming up again as the order of the 
day, 

Mr. PRESTON, after stating in a few words the 
general principle on which he opposed the resolu- 
tion, viz: that the Senate had no right to demand 
the reasons of every military order given by the 
Commander-in-chief, declined entering into any 
further discussion on the subject. 

Mr. SEVIER insisted that the Senate had the 
right to put the inquiry. He admitted that the Pre- 
sident might refuse to answer, but held that if the 
Secretary of any Department should refuse an an- 
swer to a respectful ca!l from either House of Con- 
gress, it formed just ground of impeachment and 
removal. 

Mr. CLAY, after noticing the importance of the 
principle involved, observed that the President was 
Commander-in-chief of the army and navy, while 
Congress had authority over neither, and insisted 
that the President, as such, might, in time of peace 
as well as in time of war, make such disposition of 
commanding officers, or bodies of troops, or vessels 
of war, as in his discretion he should deem best for 
the public service. If Congress might demand his 
reasons in regard to one, it might with regard to 
the other; and if it might make that demand in time 
of peace, it had the same right in time of war. It 
might inquire into the reasons why an army was 
ordered from the coast to the frontier; and in a 
crisis when all depended upon secresy and cele- 
rity in military operations, the plans of thecom- 
mander might be thwaried by the interference 
of the legislative branch of the Government. 
He also animadverted upon the destructive 


influence of such demands on ali military 
order and subordination. He disclaimed all 
prejudice against General Arbuckle, whose 


place as an officer of the line would regularly be 
at the head of his regiment in Florida. If he was 
a General by brevet, and had been long in com- 
mand elsewhere, that alone might be a gocd reason 
for his transfer. Mr. C, was constrained to move 
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to lay the resolation on the table; but prompily 
withdrew it at the request of 


Mr. SEVIER, who warmly insisted on the right 
of Congress to inquire universally into the reasons 
of every order given by every Executive officer in 
the public service, from the President down. The 
expediency of exercising sucha right was a diffe. 
rent question. It applied as much to the removal 
of troops as to the transfer of an individua! com- 
mander. If the President should remove an en- 
tire army from the Western frontier, and leave it 
exposed to Indian depredatidns, would Mr. S. asa 
citizen of that region, have no right to demand 
the reasons of such an ordei? Surely he would, 
especially if the nation was engaged in an Indian 
war. He admitted that General Arbuckle cught 
regularly to command in Florida, and would great- 
ly prefer being there to being stationed at Baton 
Rouge; but this had not been allowed, lest he 
should supersede an Executive favorite (Colonel 
Worth.) 


Mr. CLAY of Alabama supported and further 
insisted upon the position taken by Mr. Sevier. 
Congress had a right to call for the proceedings of 
courts martial, and for the state of our negotiations 
with a foreign country, both matters of great deli- 
cacy, and, a fortiori, it might inquire respecting the 
removal of an officer from his command. Sup- 
pose the Secretary of War were to order out of 
Florida ali she troops now engaged in defending 
that unfortunate people, and abandon the Territory 
to its fate; or suppose the Secretary of the Navy 
were to order home our Mediterranean squadron, 
leaving our commerce unprotected—would the Se- 
nate.in either of those cases refuse to inquire the 
reasons? Would it not be their imperative du- 
ty to demand an explanation. Mr. Cray dwelt 


much on the importance of the principle of the © 


subordination of the military to the civil power, 
and, after some observations complimentary to Gen. 
Arbuckle, concluded with protesting against the 
doctrine which had been contended for, and de- 
manded the yeas and nays. 


Mr. BAYARD admitted the right of Congress to 
call upon the Executive Departments for state- 
ments of facts whenever they were connected with 
the duties of the Legislative Department, and ne- 
cessary to the right exercise of legislative power. 
In every other case the demand was an invasion 
of the rights of the Executive Department. Unless 
the inquiry related immediately to the business of 
the House, its object was a mere gratification of an 
idle curiosity, and an encroachment upon the li- 
mits of another Department of Government. 

Mr. BARROW of Louisiana thought there was 
more in the resolution than appeared upon its face, 
and appeared to think that it had been introduced 
with a view to the creation of political capital. 
The public mind might easily be mystified and 
misled should a demand of this kind be made and 
refused. It would be confounded with the calls 
which the Whig party had made upon the late Ad- 
ministration, for the reason of military appoint- 
There was no evidence that General Ar- 
buckle himself was dissatisfied with his transfer or 
his present command, and it was a very delicate 
thing to bring forward such an inquiry in the case of 
a general officer, without his previous knowledge 
and assent. He denied that Baton Rouge could 
justly be considered as a place of exile, nor did 
he believe that General Taylor, when there, 
had so considered it. It was a sound maxim of 
military policy not to leave any officer tco leng in 
command at the same point. There was a danger 
of his becoming identified with local feelings and 
prejudices, and changed from a military officer into 
a private citizen and a meddling politician. He 
thought Mr. Sevier had not exhibited his usual 
magnanimity and fairness when he threw out the 
intimation that the inquiry, if made, would not 
elicit the true reason of the order, and intimated 
that, if the inquiry had been made, or should still 
be made in a personal interview with the Secretary, 
the reasons of the order would be stated in the 
fullest and most satisfactory manner. But to make 
that inquiry through a resolution of the Senate, 
was setting an injurious precedent, which not but 
be followed by the worst consequences. If @en. 
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Arbuckle felt himself aggrieved, he could demand 
acourtof inquiry. 

Mr. ARCHER made some remarks very im- 
perfectly heard on the opposite side of the Cham- 
ber. From so much of them as reached the ear of 
the Reporter, he understood Mr. A. as denouncing 
a practice which seemed to be fast growing up in 
this Government, of the Legislative Department 
usurping to itself the powers and rights of the co- 
ordinate branches of the Government. Lt was very 
true that the subordination of the military to the 
civil power was a sacred principle of public liber- 
ty; but the principle was no less important that 
every department of the Government should con- 
fine itself within its own limits. The present re- 
solution was a pregnant example of the tendency 
of Congress to overleap this principle, and to inter- 
fere with one of the most transcendental rights of 
Executive power. Mr. A. also adverted to fre- 
quent complaints in the army that one oflicer was 
permitted to remain many years at the same post, 
giving him opportunity to purchase and improve a 
farm, raise and educate a large family, and multi- 
ply his ties with the community around him; while 
another was ordered from post to pest, without be- 
ing suffered to remain but a short time in any one 
spot. Iffinquiry was granted in this case, it could 
not be withheld in a multitude of others, and the 
practice must prove highly injurious. 


Mr. SEVIER made a general reply to the ob- 
jections which had been made to his resolution. 
He retorted the charge that the Legislature endea- 
vored to engross all power to itself by observing 

‘that there was a party in the country who sought 
to accumulate all power in the Executive. In re- 
ply to Mr. Preston’s general doctrine that Con- 
gress could not inquire into the reasons for Execu- 
tive orders, he reminded that gentlemen that he had 


himself called for the reason why the Mediterra- | 


nean fleet, or a part of it, hadreturned home. If 
Congress could make this call, it surely could ask 
the reason why an officer should be removed from 
the Indian frontier who had more influence with 
the Indians than the President and his Cabinet and 
all the Whig party put together. He had, however, 
no doubt that that gentleman’s call would be 
agreed to while his was rejected, for the simple 
reason that the one had been offered by a Demo- 
crat and the other by a Whig. As to the position 
that no call was to be made but in reference to 
some legislative action, Mr. S. could not tell 
whether any action would be called for until he 
obtained the answer to his call. 


He had offered the resolution without the know- 
ledge of General Arbuckle, because the order had 
been issued but the other day. He wanted to save 
him from the threatened disgrace, and he wanted 
something to satisfy his constituents as to a mea- 
sure which could not but create great surprise and 
dissatisfaction. He had not put the inquiry to the 
Secretary in person, only because he never could 
getaccess to him. He had danced attendance in 
the ante chamber for six hours upon a stretch, and 
had repeated that business till he was tired of it. 
A vote on his resolution would show whether, 
when Opposition Senators wanted information 
from any Department, they must first show that 
they had gone on their knees to obtain it, and come 
back whining because it was refused, and then 
wait until Whig sympathy should at last be in- 
duced to order it from the public servants. For 
one, he should do no such thing, but should in 
future carry on his correspondence with the De- 
partments from his desk in that Chamber. 


Mr. BENTON strongly insisted on the right to 
make the call, on“the ground that the people owned 
the army and the navy and the ‘public money, and 
had a sovereign right to know where every officer 
was, where every soldier was, where every ship 
was, where every dollar was, and why they were 
there. They had as much right to ask the Secreta- 
ry of War touching his transfer of an officer, as 
they had to ask the Secretary of the Navy torch- 
ing his recall of a fleet, or the Secretary of the Trea- 
sury touching his disposal of the public money. 
He knew nothing of this case; but if it was true 
that General Arbuckle ought to be with his com- 
mand in Florida, then it was not true that he ought 
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to be commanding a corporal’s guard at Baton 
Rouge. 

Mr. PRESTON added a few words in explana- 
tion. The Senator from Arkansas was entirely 
mistaken, if he understood Mr. P. as having called 
on the President for the reasons why he had ordered 
home our ships of war from the Mediterranean. 
He had called for no such thing. The object of his 
call was to know whether any Executive order a 
all had been given for their return. If the answer 
should be that an order had been given, there was 
an end of the matter. The true line of discrimina- 
tion in this matter of Congressional calls on the 
Executive Department was this: Congress might 
call upon the Executive for facts, the knowledge of 
which was important to a right discharge of their 
duty; but it was not their province to explore the 
secret recesses of the Executive mind, while acting 
within the constitutional limits of its own depart- 
ment. 

Mr. P. concluded with moving to lay the resolu- 
tion on the table; and, the question being taken by 
yeas and nays, it was decided in the affirmative, as 
follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bay- 
ard, Berrien, Choate, Clay of Kentucky, Clayton, 
Dixon,j Evans, Graham, Henderson, Huntington, 
Mangum, Merrick, Miller, Phelps, Porter, Pren- 
tiss, Preston, Rives, Simmons, Smith of Indiana, 
Southard, Tallmadge, White, and Woodbridge 
—27. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Calhoun, Clay 
of Alabama, Fulton, King, McRoberts, Nicholson, 
Pierce, Sevier, Smith of Connecticut, Sturgeon, 
Tappan, Walker, Woodbury, Wright, and Young 
~—-17. 

So the resolution was laid on the table. 

The motion of Mr. Rives for referring to the 
Committre on Foreign Affairs so much of the Pre- 
sident’s message as relates to our foreign affairs, 
how coming up as the unfinished business, 

Mr. CHOATE of Massachusetts addressed the 
Senate at length in an argumentative speech in 
vindication of the course of the Secretary of State; 
and was foliowed by Mr. CALHOUN, who spoke 
with earnestness On the other side. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON then took the floor, and 
went into an argument on international law in sup- 
port and defence of the legal positions taken by Mr. 
Webster in his correspondence with the British 
Minister, and in reply to the speech of Mr. Bucna- 
nan, who had assailed them. 

And then, on motion of Mr. PRESTON, 

The Senate adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Farnay, June 11, 1841. 

Mr. HUNT gave notice that he would on to- 
morrow, or assoon thereafter as an opportunity 
should offer, ask leave to introduce a bill to repeal 
the act of 2d October, 1837, entitled “An act to 


| postpone the fourth instalment of deposite with the 


Siates;” and further providing for the deposite of 
said fourth instalment according to the provisions 
of the act of June 3, 1836. 

RULES OF THE HOUSE. 

The first business in order was the motion of 
Mr. Fornance, “‘that the House reconsider the vote 
adopting the resolution for the appointment of a 
committee to report rules for the government ot 
the House, and temporarily adopting the rules and 
orders of the last House.” 

Mr. WISE being entitled to the floor, 

Mr. PENDLETON asked the gentleman to give 
way to enable him to present a memorial from the 
Chamber of Commerce of Cincinnati; also, one 
from the citizens of New Richmond, Clermont 
county, Ohio, asking for an establishment of a 
National Bank. But, 

Mr. WISE declining to yield the floor, 

‘The memorials were not presented. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House certain 
papers from the State of Maine, in the case of a 
contested election. 

Mr. CLIFFORD did not know what individual 
was therein alladed to. 

Mr. C. was here informed by a member, that the 
seat in the House-occupied by the Hon. J. A. 
LowELt was contested. 
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Mr. CLIFFORD said he would object to their 
reception until the State of Maine was called upon 
fur memorials and petitions. 

Mr. WISE remarked that, as this was a_ privi- 
leged question, he had given way that the papers 
might be presented. 

Mr. CLIFFORD, seeing his colleague [Mr. 
Lowe tt] in his seat, declined to press his objec- 
tion. 

Mr. BOTTS now arose, and said that if he un- 
derstood the proposition before the House, it was 
a motion to reconsider the vote adopting the reso- 
lution for the appointment of a committee to report 
rules for the government of the House, and tempo- 
rarily adopting the rules and orders of the last 
House. In pursuance of these rules, thirty-three 
standing committees had been appointed, and ‘a 
Sergeant-at-Arms, Doorkeeper, etc. elected. He 
desired to be informed whether, if the vote adopt- 
ing the resolution be reconsidered, all these elec- 
tions would not be thereby annulled? 

Mr. WISE procceded to address the Kiouse at 
some leng'h on the motion to reconsider, and ex- 
pressed his regret that the question should have 
been mooted at the present session, to the great de- 
lay of the public business which Congress had been 
convened to despatch, and which the whole country 
were anxiously awaiting. Before Mr. W. had 
concluded his remarks, he was taken suddenly iil 
and fainted flom exhaustion, and was led from the 
hall by several members who hastened tv his as- 
sistance. 

At the suggestion of Mr. FILLMORE, the fur- 
ther consideration of the subject before the House, 
was postponed until to-morrow. 

PUBLIC PRINTING. ' 

Mr. FILLMORE said, if it was in order, he 
would move thatthe House now proceed to the 
election of a Printer. 

The resolution relative to that subject, offered by 
Mr. Serceant a few days ago, having been read, 

Mr. ATHERTON raised a question whether 
in was in order. 

The CHAIR said it was; whereupon, 

Mr. ATHERTON appealed from his deci- 
sion. 

Mr. FILLMORE, before the question was taken, 
moved a call of the House; which motion pre- 
vailed. 

The call having been gone through, and 210 
members having answered to their names, 

On motion of Mr. WILLIAMS of North Caro- 
lina, all further proceedings in the call were dis- 
pensed with. 

After some conversation between Messrs. GIL- 
MER, ATHERTON, CLIFFORD, EVERETT, 
FILLMORE, CHAPMAN, DEAN, and the 
SPEAKER, and the question being about to be ta- 
ken on the appeal, 

Mr. CLIFFORD called for the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered, and were—yeas 145, nays 75. 

So the decision of the Cuair was sustained. 

The question now recurred on seconding the de- 
mand for the previous question; and it was 
agreed to. 

The main question was ordered to be put, and 
the resolution was then read, as follows: 

Resolved, That the House now proceed to the 
election of Printer of this House for the Twenty- 
seventh Congress, whose compensation shall be 
twenty per cent. less than the prices fixed by the 
joint resolution of 1819. 

Mr. WOOD moved a division of the resolution, 
which was agreed to; and the question being taken 
on the first branch thereof, it was decided in the — 
affirmative. 

The question then recurred on the second branch; 
whereupon, Mr. WELLER calied for the yeas and 
nays; which were ordered, and were—yeas 178, 
nays 19. 

So the second branch of the resolution was con- 
curred in. 

Mr. WATTERSON moved to reconsider the 
vote just given, with a view,in case the motion 
should prevail, of then offering resolutions referring 
the subject of the public printing to a select com- 
mittee; whose duty it should be to consider the 
expediency of letting out the printing to be done 
by contract, to the lowest bidder, who shall farnish 
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satisfactory evidence of his abili'y to execute the 
Also to consider the expediency of sepa- | 


same. 
rating the pnbiic printing from the newspaper press, 
&e. &e. 

Mr. W. said that, by referring to the journal of 
the last Congress, it would be seen that the above 
resolutions had been offered verbatim et literatim 
by a member from Kentucky, [Mr. Anpzrson,| and 
they were accepted as an amendmevit to a resolu- 
tion offered by-a member from North Carolina, 
(Mr. Staxty.}] It would also be recollected that 
on that occasion, there were thrilling appeals made 
by gentlemen of the Whig party in relation to 
a separation of the public printing from the news- 
paper press. Since that time, he would admit that 
the position of parties had undergone some change, 
and parties might still change; one might go upand | 
the other down. But however parties might change, | 
principles never changed; they always remained 
the same. Therefore, if it was right last Congress 
to separate the public printing from the newspaper | 
press, it was right now. 

When the resolutions were offered, he did not 
hesitate to say that he voted against them, because 
he was desirous of electing Messrs. Blair and | 
Rives as printers to the House, and would elect 
them now, had he the power. But he was told 
that, in the recent elections, the people had con- 
demned the measures of himself and his co-ad- | 
jators of the late Administration. 
might, supposing that the people of this country had 
condemned the measure of the late Administration, 
gentiemen of the Whig party would not pretend to 
say that their own measures had been condemned. 
Wel, then, the resolutions be had just read were 
a measure of their own; and as it appeared that 
Whig measures had not been condemned by the 
people, why should it not be as salutary now as it 
was contended to be at the last Congress? He, there- 
fore, called upon gentlemen of the Whig party to 
actup to their principles, and their professions | 
made before the election. He would alsoremind | 
them that not less than three members of the present 





cabinet were among those whe were in favor of || 


At || 


the above resolutions at the last Congress. 
Richmond, the present Secrétary of State told the 
people that a separation of the printing from the 


newspaper press ought to be one great mea- 
sure of reform, and that two other members 
of the cabinet referred to, Messrs. 


Granger, voted in favor of the resolution. 
Now, said Mr. W. I desire to test the sincerity 


lutions. Let us see whether their ideas of right 
are the same now as they appeared to be then. If 
our partly and its measures have been condemned, 
that is no reason why the Whigs should not carry 
out their own measures. 

The question being on the reconsideration, 

Mr. SERGEANT opposed the motion on the 
ground that, by the adoption of this resolution, the 
House would secure the execution of the print 
ing ata price lower, by five per cent. than the 
select committee bad required at the last session. 

Mr. W. COST JOHNSON followed, and at the 
conclusion of his remarks moved the previous ques- | 
tion on the motion to reconsider. 

And the previous question being seconded, 

The main question was ordered to be put; and 
being put, as follows, “Will the House recon- 
sider?” it was decided in the negative—yeas 72, 
nays 192, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Alford, Arrington, Atherton, 
Banks, Beeson, Bowne, Boyd, Aaron V. Biown, 
Charles Brown, Green W. Caldwell; Patrick C. 
Caldwell, Chapman, Clifford, Clinton, Daniel, 
Richard D. Davis, Dean, Dimock, Doan, East- 
man, J. C. Edwards, Egbert, Ferris, John G. 
Floyd, C. A. Floyd, Fornante, Gerry, Gilmer, 
Goggin, Gordon, Harris, Hays, Holmes, Hop- 
kins, Houck, Hubard, Hunter, Ingersoll, Jack, 
Cave Johnson, John W. Jones, Keim, King, Lit- 
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NAYS —Messrs. Adams, Allen, Landaff W. 
Andrews, Sherlock J. Andrews, Arnold, Aycrigg, 
|| Babcock, Barton, Birdseye, Blair, Boardman, Botts, 


|| Briggs, Brockway, Bronson, Milton Brown, Je- 


| remiah Brown, Burnell, William Butler, Calhoun, 
John Campbell, William B. Campbell, Thomas 
| J. Campbell, Caruthers, Cary, Childs, Chiiten- 
den, John C. Clark, Staley N. Clarke, Cowen, 


|| Cranston, Cravens, Cross, Cushing, Garrett Da- 


vis, Wm. C. Dawson, Debcrry, John Edwards, 
Everett, Fessenden, Fillmore, A. Lawrence Fos- 
ter, Gamble, Gates, Gentry, Patrick G. Goode, 
W. O. Goode, Graham, Greig, Habersham, Hall, 
Halsted, Wm. 8S. Hastings, Henry, Howard, Hud- 
son, Hunt, James Irvin, William W. Irwin, 
James, Wm. Cost Johnson, Isaac D. Jones, J. P. 
Kennedy, Lane, T. F. Marshall, S. Mason, Ma- 
thiot, Mattocks, Maxwell, Maynard, Meriwether, 
Moore, Morgan, Morris, Morrow, Nisbet, Osborne, 
Owsley, Pearce, Pendieton, Pope, Powell, Proffit, 
Ramsey, Benjamin Randall, A. Randall, Ran- 
dolph, Rayner, Rencher, Ridgway, Rodney, Rus- 
sell, Saltonstall, Sergeant, Shepperd, Simonton, 
Slade, Smith, Sprigg, Stokeley, Stratton, Sum- 
mers, Taliaferro, John B. Thompson, Richard W. 
Thompson, Tillinghast, Toland, Tomlinson, Trip- 
lett, Traumbu!!, Underwood, Van Rensselaer, Wal- 
lace, Washington, Edward D. White, Joseph L. 
White, Thomas W. Williams, Lewis Williams, 
Winthrop, Yorke, Augastus Young, and John 
Young—122. 

[The resolutions above referred were submitted 
by Mr. Stanty on Dec. 23, 1838, and were, on 
motion of Mr. Pickens, laid on the table. The 
following is alist of those who voted against the 





| motion to lay on the table: 


Messrs. Adams, Alford, Allen, Andrews, An- 
derson, Barnard, Bell, Biddle, Black, Bond, 
Botts, Briggs, Brockway, Brown, Calhoun, John 
Campbell, W. B. Campbell, Carter, Chinn, Chit- 
tenden, John C. Clark, Colquitt, James Cooper, 
Mark A. Cooper, Corwin, Crabb, Cranston, 
| Crockett, Curtis, Cushing, Edward Davies, Garrett 
Davis, Dawson, Deberry, Dennis, Dellet, J. Ed- 
wards, Evans, Everett, Fillmore, J. Garland, Rice 
Garland, Gates, Gentry, Giddings, Goggin, Goode, 
J. Graham, Graham, Granger, Graves, Green, 
Habersham, Hall, Hastings, Henry, Hill of Vir- 





'| ginia, Hoffman, Holmes, Hopkins, Hunt, James, 
Bell and || 


J. Johnson, W. C. Johnson, King, A. Lawrence, 
| Lincoln, Marvin, Mason, Miicheil, Monroe, 


|| Morgan, Morris, Nayior, Nisbet, Ogle, Osborne, 
of those Whig gentlemen who voted for those reso- |} 


Palen, Peck, Pope, Proffit, Randall, ~ Randolph, 
Rariden, Rayner, Reed, Ridgeway, Saltonstall, 
Sergeant, Simonton, Siade, T. Smith, Stanly, 
Storrs, Stuart, Taliaferro, Waddy Thompson, Til- 
linghast, Toland, Triplett, Trambull, Underwood, 
Wagner, Warten, E. D. White, John White, T. 
W. Williams, L. Williams, J. L. Williams, C. 
H. Williams, S. Williams, H. A. Wise—111.] 

Nominations then being in order, 

Mr. MORGAN nominated Messrs. Gales and 
Seaton. 

Mr. McKEON nominated Mess. Blair and Rives. 

Messis. McKron and Moraan were then ap- 
pointed tellers. 

The House then proceeded to vote, and the result 
was as follows: 


Whole number of votes, - - 213 

Necessary toachoice, - ° . 107 
Messrs. Gales and Seaton received - 134 
Messrs. Blair and Rives 6 - 3 
Mr. Peter Force 66 


So Messrs. Gaces and Seaton were declared to 
have been duly elected. 

On motion of Mr. BRIGGS, the usual order for 
the furnishing of newspapers, etc. was agreed to. 

Mr. SERGEANT then moved a suspension of 
the rules to enable him to submit a resolution con- 
fining the action of Congress at the present session 
to a certain class of measures; but the motion was 
negatived. 





tlefield, Lowell, Robert McClellan, McKay, Mc- 
Keon, Mallory, A. Marshall, Mathews, Medill, 
Newhard, Oliver, Parmenter, Partridge, Pickens, 
Riggs, Rogers, Saunders, Shaw, Stanly, Steenrod, 
Sumter, Sweney, Van Buren, Warren, Watter- 


After several unsuccessful attempts by other 
members to introduce bills, etc. at half-past 4 p. m. 
The House adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
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tions from the city of New York, numerously Sign- 
ed, praying for the establishment of a bankrupt 
law; which were referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

Mr. C. also presented a petition signed by a 
number of the citizens of Washington City, pray- 
ing that the banks of the District be allowed to 
issue small notes, payable in specie; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on the District of Co- 
lumbia. 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana prevented a petition 
from a number of citizens of Fort Wayne, Indiana, 
in favor of a bankrupt law; which was referred to 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. HENDERSON presented a similar petition 
from citizens of Jefferson county, Mississippi; 
which was similarly referred. 

Mr. BUCHANAN asked and obtained leave to 
withdraw from the files of the Senate, the petition 
and papers of Margaret Shaw. 


Mr. SEVIER referred to the report of the Secre- 
tary of War, and read the following parsage: 


‘‘The frauds that have been practised in the 
Southwest have been to some extent inquired into, 
but a full disclosure of all the facts has not yet been 
arrived at. Enough has, however, been brovght 
o light to establish a conviction that certain con- 

ractors have realized the most enormous profits, 

the greater portion of which is believed to have 
been the direct fruit of gross fraud upon the Go- 
vernment or the Indians, practised by bribing some 
of the subordinate instruments in the public em- 
ployment, or through the mismanagement of higher 
public agents, who can only screen themselves 
from the suspicion of a connivance in the frauds 
by submitting to the imputation of gross negli- 
gence, ignorance, or incompetency in the perform- 
ance of their duty.” 

This passage had met the eye of Mr. Steven- 
son, a gentleman connected largely with Indian 
emigration to the Southwest, from whom he had 
received a communication, which he (Mr. Sevisr) 
handed in tobe read. The communication was 
read—the object of it being to ascertain if Mr. 
Stevenson was in any manner alluded to in the 
passage quoted from the report of the Secretary of 
War. Mr. Sevier concluded by moving the fol- 
lowing resolution : 


Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed 
to furnish the Senate with the namesof all the con- 
tractors in the Southwest, who have received 
enormous profits under Indian annuities, involving 
the disbursements of large sums of money for the 
emigration and subsistence of Indians, as referred 
to by him in his communication to the Presi- 
dent on the 3lst May, 1841, and which profits 
were effected by bribing some of the subordi- 
nate instruments in the public employment, 
(furnishing the names of those instruments) or 
through the mismanagement of higher public agents, 
(giving the names of those agents,) who can only 
screen themselves from suspicion of a connivance 
in the frauds by submitting to the imputation of 
gross negligence or ignorance or incapacity in the 
performance of their duty; and that he furnish to 
the Senate the names of all the parties referred to, 
whether agents of high or subordinate grade, 
bribed instruments or contractors, and the testimony 
upon which his communication is predicated. 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky. Lay it on the table, 
sir, for to-day. 

Mr. SEVIER hoped it would be printed; which 
was agreed to. 

Mr. WRIGHT presented a petition from a large 
number of the citizens of Clinton county, in the 
State of New York, in favor of a bankrupt law. 

Also, a’petition from the city of New York for 
the same object. > 

The petitions were referred to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. ; 

Mr. PRESTON called up a resolution submitted 
by him some days since, which was read as fol- 
lows: 

Resolved, That the President be requested to 
communicate to the Senate the causes which led 
to the sailing of the United States squadron from 





son, Weller,Westbrook, Janes W. Williams, 


the Mediterranean, and the return of the frigate 
and Wood—72. 


Mr. CLAY of Kentucky presented two peti- |{ Brandywine, together with such official correspon- 
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dence connected therewith asin his opinion may 
not be improper to be communicated. 

Mr. PRESTON said he had not observed, till 
then, that the report of the Secretary, in part, anti- 
cipaied the inquiry. It would be necessary to 
amend the resolution. Mr. P. sent the following 
amendment to the Chair. 

Resolved, That the President cause to be com- 
municated to the Senate, if notincompatible with 
the public interest, the correspondence between the 
Minister in England, with the officers of the Me- 
diterranean squadron, in consequence of which the 
squadron left that station, and the despatches of 
Captain Bolton, to the Secretary of the Navy, con- 
nected with that movement. 

Mr. SEVIER inquired what was the difference 
between this resolution and that he had offered in 
relation to Gen. Arbuckle, and which the Senator 
had so strenuously opposed yesterday. 

Mr. PRESTON contended that there was a great 
difference between calling for facts and calling for 
motives of action. 

Some further discussion arose on this difference; 
in the course of which, 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama said, the resi lution 


seemed to him improper, as it was in the nature of 


an order to the President to inform the Senate, in- 

stead of being in the usual language of respect, 

requesting the President to communicate, &c, He 
* suggested the propriety of this modification; 

Which Mr. PRESTON accepted; and the reso- 
lution was then adopted. 

The following resolutions heretofore submitted 
by Mr. Benton, were taken up and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States 
be requested to communicate to the Secretary of 
the Senate the orders (if any) which have been is- 
sued to the officers of the army and navy in reija- 
tion to political offences in elections, and threaien- 
ing them with removal or dismissioa for sugh of- 
feace; also, a copy of the same orders (if any) 
wich have been issued to persons in the civil em- 
ployment of the United States. 

Resolved, That the President of the United States 
be requested to communicate to the Senate a copy 
o! commission and iasiruciions (if any such there 
be) which may have been issued to inquire into the 
conduct of laborers or centractors in the public 
service in the District of Columbia: with all the 
information which may be necessary to the undex- 
standing of the oblecis, powers, and duties of the 
commissioners, their compensation and organiza- 
tion, the law under which appointed, and the time 
they have been in service. 

The following resolution, moved some days ago 
by Mr. Cray of Kentucky, having been taken up 
for consideration: 

Resolved, That when, the Senate adjourn during 

the present session leaving a subject under discus- 
sion and undecided, the consideration of the sub- 
ject shall be resumed at the next meeting of the 
Senate, immediately after the journal is read, and 
petitions and reports are received, without wailing 
for the usual hour of one o’clock: 
_ Mr. BENTON objected to the resolution, as go- 
ing unnecessarily to change the rules of the Senate, 
and to shut out resolutions and calis of inquiry. It 
would cut off the only source of information now 
Open to the minority for a right understanding of 
the management.of the Government. It seemed 
to be an attempt to cut down and shat out inquiry 
ina way nothitherto known to Congress. He was 
firmly opposed to any cutting down in this manner, 
any privilege of the Senate. It showed a determi- 
nation to dictate to the Senate its order of business 
and the duration of the session. If it was per- 
sisted in, he would at least demand the yeas and 
nays. 

Mr. CLAY replied, insisting upon his equal right 
to submit resolutions with that of other members 
of the body. If he had not that right, he wished any 
Senator to rise in his place, and show why he had 
not. And because he had offered a resolution 
as to the business which it would be proper to 
take up during a certain portion of the day, 
t was called dictation. Other gentlemen had 
the same rights with himself; they might move 


that the session might be protracted till dooms- 
day, if they pleased, or contined till Christmas. 
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He had a right to move on the same subject, and 
should exercise that right to its fullest extent. If 

any Senator here was of opinion that the Senate 

ought at this special] session to be thrown loose up- 

on the ordinary business of legislation, let him ex- 

press that opinion. Mr. C. imagined there were 

none. He presumed gentlemen on all sides were 

disposed to confine themselves to that business 

which had brought them thus unusually together, 

and to the despatch of which public seatiment had 

So distinctly called them. It was not the intent, 

nor would it be the effect of the resolution, to pio- 

duce any permanent alteration in the rules of the 

Senate, for the proposed restriction was in terms 

confined to the present extra session alone. Itsob- 

ject was to prevent the consumption of the whole 

morning, till one o’clock, in business disconnected 

with the few great and important subjects which 

lay immediately before them. Next week, the 
Senate would have before it the subjectof a Bank 
of the United States, presented fh the form of a 
bill of thirty or thirty-two sections; and, to allow 
ample time for its consideration, he should move 
to change the hour of meeting to ten o’clock in 
the morning. He hoped the discussion of this 
important subject, as well as that of the dis- 
tribution of the public lands and the currency, 
would be prosecuted from day to days without 
stopping, until these great measures were brought to 
aconsummation. Many of the resolutions offered 
here had no aspect towards any legislative action; 
and he had no idea of exhausting the time of the Se- 
nate by collateral discussions, having no connec- 
tion whatever with the business fer which Con- 
gress had been called together; a specimen of which 
they had had before them, both yesterday and to- 
day. They dis'racted the attention and wasted the 
energy of the Senate, and went to prevent it from 

accomplishing the important ends for which it bad 

been summoned. 

Mr. YOUNG heartily concurred with the Sena- 
tor from Kentucky in his desire to terminate the 
session at as early a day as possible, bat did not 
think it necessary to make an alteration in the 
rnles. The Senate was always ahead of the other 
House, and would continue to be, without this ex- 
traordinary degree of haste in the despatch of bu- 
siness. He suggested the propriety of suffering the 
resolution to lie for a day or two. 

Mr. CLAY expressed his happiness at hearing 
from the Senator from Illinois a concurrence as to 
ihe desirableness of an early adjournment. He 
trusted that desire was genera], and that nobody 
wanted to have the session prot:acted beyond the 
monthof July. The Senator would see, without 
any reference to the course of business in the other 
body, the propriety and the importance to the cha- 
racter of the Senate that it should go on and do its 
duty. If any delay should occur, which he did not 
anticipate, in the proceedings of the other House, 
that was no reason why the Senate should be tardy 
in its movements. Letus (said Mr. C.) doourduty, 
and our whole duty; and let us do it as rapidly as 
itcan be done, consisiently with due deliberation. 
Mr. C. here went into an explanation as to what 
would be the effect of the resolution on the pro- 
gress of the business of the Senate. Let us meet 
at 10 o’clock, if necessary. Let us meet early and 
sit late; Jet us finish the work that is expected from 
us,and then go home. In urging this, he meant 
nothing unkind or improper to gentlemen on the 
other side of the House. There exisied, jadeed, an 
unfortunate difference of opinion between them; 
but let their contests be contests of intellect only, 
and not of brutal physical force; in seeing who 
could sit out the other, or consume the most time 
in useless debate. Mr. C. when in a minority, bad 
never consented to any struggles of this kind; and 
he should not, now that circumstances were changed. 
He was for batiling it mind against mind; let the 
talent on both sides of the House be fully mea- 
sured and put forth, and then let the vanquished 
party submit with dignity, and not descend to a 
mere physical struggle. He hoped they should at 
once get to work, and go oa with their work till it 
was finished. 

Mr. BENTON said that the adoption of this 
new rule would cut off entirely all calis upon the 
Department for information, which was necessary 
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to a discharge of their legislative duties. It was 
something quite new for Senators on one side of 
ihe Senate to prescribe limits in this manner as to 
what calls they should make for information. It 
would, besides, cut off all Executive business. 
The President had called upon the Senate to exer- 
cise great care and caution in the confirmation of 
nominations. The obligation to caution on this 
point was certainly as strong, if not stronger, upon 
the President himself, who made the nominations. 
He, (Mr. B.) however, should, for one, comply 
with the advice, and scrutinize closely the appoint- 
ments which should come before them. The Pre- 
sident had warned them as though he meant to give 
a hint that some very bad nominations might be 
expected, and that, as he could not be expected to 
prevent this, the Senate must be held responsible 
for all confirmations. Yet here was the second 
week of the session gone, and not a nomination had 
yetbeen submitted tothem. Reports, indeed, reached 
them through the papers, and by ,reverberation 
from distant points of the country, that such and 
such individuals had been displaced, and such and 
such others appointed to succeed them. They 
had aright, under the Constitution, to scrutinize 
all these appoiutments made during the recess. 
But little enough time would be left them after the 
nominations came in; yet here was a resolution 
which went completely to cut off all Executive bu- 
siness. Impovriaut resolutions which had already 
been offered would, he presumed, be never heard 
ofagain. The whole movement grew out ofa 
profound ignorance of the rujes of the Senate. As 
to the distinction between general and special or- 
ders, the alleged objects of the resolution could be 
reached without any change of the rules. This at- 
tempt to execute the objects of the dominant party 
in a summary and compendious way was very odi- 
ous. Hesupposed the remarks of the Senator as 
to contests of physical force referred to his having, 
ihe other day, spoken at a late hour in opposition 
to the repeal of the Independent Treasury; but he had 
a right to speak, and he meant to exercise it to the 
fullest) extent. Ele meantto speak on the Me- 
Leud case if they had to speak ull the church bells 
should ring to-morrow. He was not tobe cut off 
by “hopes not.” He had his rights, and wo ald ex- 
ercise them. 

Mr. BAYARD, though (as usual) scarce heard 
from the Reporter’s desk, was understood to maia- 
tain that Mr. BenTron was wholly mistaken as to 
what he had laid down by himin reference to or- 
ders general and special, and the effect of the reso- 
tion on the order of business. 

Mr. BUCHANAN thought the resolution unne- 
cessary. There was a courtesy among the mem- 
bers of that body which rendered it always easy 
for gentlemen to accomplish ihbeir wishes as to the 
order of business. He rejoiced, however, inci- 
dentally to bave heard that the subject of a Bank 
of the United Siates was to be taken up next week; 
that was emphatically the great business which had 
brought them here; and, when it should come up, 
he trusted the Senator from Kentucky would find 
they were as anxious to get on with its discussion 
and to dispose of it, as he could himself be. As to 
silting so long at once as to produce exhaustion, 
he had never known it to expedite public business, 
but the contrary. He should be opposed to fixing 
the hour of meeting at 10 o’clock. He agreed, 
however, entirely with the honorable Senator that 
the present session ought to be confined, rigidly, to 
the imporiant subjects for which Congress had 
been convened; but, owing to the rapidity with 
which the Senate got on with its business, they 
might calculate, without any extra haste, on keep- 
ing far ahead of the other House, which, for 
aughi he could perceive, was likely to debate abo- 
lition for a week or two longer. He thought no 
man could complain of any want of rapidity in 
the manner in which they had repealed the Sub- 
Treasury law; he believed that operation had been 
completed in a day and a half, or two days. If 
gentlemen persisted in having all the voting on one 
side of the Senate, and all the speaking on the 
other, he thought they might hope to get home 
again in two or three weeks. . 

Mr. KLNG argued to show that there was no ne- 
cessity of adopting the resolution. He went into 








i 
: 


ete eo 


46 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE 


ceed enaneetneo tienen inane acne ieee SSS EES SSU sas irseress oremesssieseesseeieseesstnn stannic secon su ugeengenoennnssaensensteanenmerrenrereerr ree ea Tees 


a technical discussion of the order of business, 
contending that a majority of the Senate could 
always dispose of what was before it very much as 
they pleased. The change would preclude any call 
on the Departments unless by general consent. 
Why tie up members in this way? Nobody on 
his side of the House wished to see the session 
prolonged; all concurred, he was sure, in desiring 
ak early period of adjournment. Mr. K. never 
had concurred in any attempt to defeat measures 
by mere delay; yet he insisted that it was the duty 
of the majority in every public body to allow the 
minority a full and fair opportunity of discussing 
every measure proposed; to deny this was a speeies 
of legislative tyranny, in which gentlemen were 
too apt to “feel power and forget right.” He could 
assure the honorable Senator from Kentucky that 
he would gain nothing by a course of this kind; it 
it would only excite a spirit which it was desirable 
on every account to keep down, but which would 
very naturally be roused by making men feel that 
they are under rules which empowered the majori- 
ty to cut out from the mass of business any sub- 
ject they might choose to select, and push it on, 
regardless of the rights and wishes of their oppo- 
nents. Hetrusted the honorable Senator would 
not insist on pressing his motion, but that, in a spi- 
rit of liberality, and as a matter of right, he would 
at least allow space and opportunity for the usual 
calls on the Departments. 

Mr. CALHOUN observed that the principal 
means by which a minority could guard its rights 
was the observance of the rules or order. He sub- 
mitted to gentlemen whether it was fair thus to cut 


off their opponents from an opportunity of bring- , 


ing out the expression of their opinions on every 
important subject—yet that would be the whole ef- 
fect of the proposed resolution. If the Senator 
would withiraw his resolution, Mr. C. would him- 
self move to alter the hour of meeting to 11 o'clock, 
but he must express his hope that the Senator 
would not depart from that generous, liberal, and 
eourteous habit of proceeding, which was the real 
honor of the Senate. Very rarely was such a 
thing witnessed as the attempt to thwart a measure 
by the mere consumption of time, or by a resort to 
the technicality of rules. Seldom had it been at- 
tempied to stop debate by sitting out the question, 
and never, save in the case of the Sub-Treasury, 
had he known the Senate to refuse the consump- 
tion of three or four days in the discussion of mea- 
sures of great and vital importance. Other gen- 
tlemen might not take the same view of this thing 
with Mr. C. but he considered that the contest 
at this session was to be a contest of the great 
principles of the old Federal party against those 
of the old Republican party, and its re- 
sult would decide which was to have the predomi- 
nance in this country. For his own part he ho. 
nestly believed. that upon that result the salvation 
of the country hung suspended. If gentlemen de- 
sired to shorten debate by observing an unbroken 
silence, let them do so; but let them at least afford 
the other side some opportunity to speak. He saw 
no reason for this resolution that could be credita- 
bie to those who urged it. This House moved ra- 
pidly, the other slowly; and as to setting them ex- 
amples, would they look to the Senate for patterns 
to follow? If they did, it would be vain, because 
they could not follow them. 

Mr. CLAY observed, in reply, that he wanted 
no other or better evidence than the present discus- 
sion was affording of the disposition of their oppo- 
nents to protract debate. This was a periectly 
simple question; all could urderstand it. The re- 
solution was confined exclusively to this present 
called session. All itaimed at was on its face, and 
that was, that, if the Senate should discuss one of 
the important measures which were to occupy its 
attention during one day, without bringing the dis- 
cussion toa close, they should not, on the next day, 
be compelled to wait till the hour of one o’clock 
before they resumed its discussion as the unfinished 
business. As to the argument that, without this 
rale, the unfinished business might be taken up, 
provided there was nothing else on the table, what 
did it amount to? If gentlemen wished to delay 
the discussion, could they not readily contrive al- 
ways to keep some other business in readiness on 


the table—some Arbuckle case, or some useless call 
for information that was to lead to nothing? 

And as to the reflections which had been cast out 
in regard to the celerity with which the Sub-Trea- 
sury Jaw had been repealed, did gentlemen really 
expect, after the expression of public opinion 
which had taken place from one end of this Jand to 
the other, that they were to stand here five or six 
days on a stretch discussiag that which the people 
had already decided? To what good end? Would 
it change the opinion of a single man? Would it 
do any thing but consume the public time? Take 
as an example the speech of the honorable Senator 
from New York, [Mr. Wrient,] a gentleman ever 
distinguished not only by his decorum in debate, 
but by a courtesy and even kindness to his oppo- 
nents which was honorable to his character; yet 
what was his speech, when any gentleman examin- 
ed it closely? - The honorable Senator commenced 
by taking it for granted, in anticipation, that the 
substitute for the Sub-Treasury was to be a Bank 
of the United States, and then he proceeded to oc- 
cupy three hours in speaking upon a subject not 
befose the Senate. And for what purpose? To 
what end? Mr. C. could have answered with 
ease every argument he brought forward, but he 
did not choose to do it. The country expected. 
them to act—the country felt—the country suf- 
fered—ihe country was agonized by this everlasting 
consumption of time without acticn. On this 
question of a Bank Mr. C. was willing to heat the 


‘ Democratic portion of the Senate, (said Mr. A. 

are not responsible for being here; they come at the 
bidding of those who are politically their masters: 
nor are they responsible for the million of dollars 
which will thus be extravagantly squandered. Bui 
we are here, and as we have been brought here by 
our adversaries, we shall not permit them to 
veil their faces before the public or gag us on 
any pretext before we have made a full exami- 
nation of every feature of thelr countenance. 
The chief expense of the session will be the mile- 
age of the members, the money paid to them for 
coming together and for returning home. We have 
come together, adjourn when we will, and we must 
return, whether now or three months hence; the 
time intervening, whether longer or shorter, will not 
be the chief source of expenditure; and therefore, 
on principles of economy, it is better that we should 
take time to do all the work for which we have 
been called together. But the Senator from Ken- 
tucky tells us that the country is agonized, and that 
they have come here to relieve it from its agony. 
During the five months of the panic session, that 
Senator cried the same language in our ears. No- 
thing, nothing but the return of the deposites to the 
Uni'ed States Bank could save the country from 
bankruptcy and ruin. Who that was here then 
can ever forget how these clamors were thundered 
in his ears? How often it was repeated that on 
the instant return of the deposites, the happiness 
and prosperity of our whole country depended? 































Senator from South Carolina just as long as he 
might choose to speak to that question, provided, 
always, that he should not undertake to speak 
against time. He hoped that, as theresolution was 

temporary in its application, a mere provision for 
the existing session, not working any alteration in 
the rules of order, that Senator would at ence con- 
sent to let it be adopted. What was the practice 
in the British Parliament? They would very often 
sit all night to finish a measure, although ona few 
very extraordinary occasions the debate was pro- 
tracted forseveral days. But here we continue 
to talk from day to day, from week to week, from 
month to month, while nothing was done. Mr. C. 
was very ready to sitand hear, but really, provi- 
ded he could resume it at the end of the session, he 
could almost consent that his faculty of speech 
should be suspended during its continuance. He 
trusted the resolution would be adopted, and when 
they got onone of the great and absorbing subjects 
which demanded their action, they would foilow it 
out till it was settled one way or the other. 

Mr. CALHOUN said that no man on that floor 
could be more anxious to be at home and attend- 
ing to his business than he was, but he did claim, 
in behalf of the minority, that they should be heard. 
He denied that the people demanded from them 
action alone. They demanded that they should 
act wisely. They were tremblingly alive to the fate 
of the Constitution. It might suit the views of po- 
liticians and speculators that Congress should come 
to speedy actien, especially on one subject. But 
what opportunity was a!lowed for deliberation and 
discussion? In the case of the Sub-Treasury they 
bad had but one day ora day and a half, and the 
gentleman now talks of allowing them but five or 
six on other measures of equal importance. The 
great question of the session was not the repeal of 
the Sub-Treasury Jaw, but what was to be adopted 
as a substitute for it. The attempt thus to cut off 
debate was a thing unprecedented in the Senate. 
He should resist it. Anxious as he was to be at 
home, he would remain here a whole year rather 
than not be heard. He moved to lay the resolution 
on the table, but consented to withdraw the motion 
at the request of 

Mr. ALLEN, who commenced by observing 
that the object of this resolation obviously was to 
hurry this session to a conclusion. They had seen, 
and from a source which, in that Senate, was not 
to be contravened in the least, a long list setiing 
forth the object which it was the design of the ma. 
jority in power to consummate before Congress 
should rise, and they had heard from the same 
source this morning the particular time prescribed 
within which this Herculean labor was to be per- 
formed. The whole of these great subjects were 
to be disposed of before the last day of July. The 





For five long months were we detained here on 
that question, when the whole effect of the decision 
must be the rolling of a few kegs of silver from 
one side of the street to the other, and every body 
knew it. That single question, and that alone, oc- 
cupied us here during that entire session; yet now, 
when nothing less is contemplated than a total 
change of measures as old as the country itself, 
when we are to reverse our whole system of opera- 


tions, we are told that two short months 


are sufficient for the whole. The establish- 


ment of a Bank of the United Slates is one 
of the measures first to be brought forward, and 
the Senator says that the country expects from us 
action, action. On what ground does he say this? 
Has the country decided in favor of a bank? Your 
President says no—it has not. That man, who, 
from his position as a candidate for the second of- 
fice in the gift of the people, must have perfectly 
understood all the issues which were made before 
the people—issues on which his own election was 
to turn—tells you that this measure which is 
pressed upon us with such hot haste is condemned 
by the nation. Yet the Senator from Kentucky 
tells us that we are here to act. Which one of all 
the measures in the long catalogue read to us by 
that Senator have the people of the United States 
decided on, according to the authovitative declara- 
ration of the official head of the Whig party ? But 
one, and that is the Sub-Treasury. This they 
have condemned, and that condemnation, ia the 
lenguage of the Senator, has been carried from 
judgment to execution. So far as the Senate is 
concerned, the Sub-Treasury does not exist. Well, 
in regard to the other measures to be proposed to 
us, we have the official declaration of the President 
of the Republic that the people have not decided 
in their favor. This comes to us in the form 
of an annual message, which, by the Constitution, 
he is required to send to both Houses of Congress 
under the solemnity of his oath. ‘Under these 
solemn circumstances, and with all conceivable 
means of knowing and truly understanding the 
issues which have been presented to the people of 
the United States, the Chief Magistrate tells Con- 
gress that the people are not in favor of a National 
Bank. Well, if they are not for the gentleman’s 
Bank, still less are they in favor of his frightful 
project for the distribution of the proceeds of the 
public lands and its necessary consequert, the 
eventual assumption by Congress of the State debts, 
and, as the ultimate result, the return of this coun- 
try under its colonial condition and ancient depend- 
ence on Great Britain. They have not decided in 
favor of that. But we must hasten through this 
business because the weather is hot. Why, did not 
the gentleman know in what month Congress was 
to be convened? Is his getting home to his friends 
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matter of more weighty importance than that the 
Senate should decide wisely on measures of vital 
import to the couniry? Whe ever heard of a course 
so despotic: so absolute; so tyrannical; so damna- 
ble, as to fix the very day on which we shall finish 
five or six successive measures of State policy, 
each one of them of consequence sufficient to con- 
vulse an empire? And all this because you have 
numbers by which to do it—because you have 
ayes—ayes to carry what you please, and noes, 
noes to negative whatever your opponents bring for- 
yard. Expedition, haste, silence, secrecy, are the 
political instruments of despotism every where. 
Give te the people under the most despotic Go- 
vernment in Europe time to consider and an op- 
portunity to investigate the trutb, and there is not 
a monarchy there which wou'd stand longer than 
the Federal dynasty now in power in these Uniled 
States is destined to continue, and that is not over 
four years. As yet I have not lost a!l hope of the 
Republic—far from it. The wheels of this threa- 
tened tyranny are yet somewhat clogged. He who 
now wears the honored purple, may yet display a 
redeeming spirit, and save it unstained by a base 
scramble for the mere successor who is hereafter 
to wear it. Butof ail this,a shor. time will ad- 
vise us. I hope there are rights somewhere, where 
numbers cannot exert an absolute sway until that 
great tribunal of numbers, the people, shall have 
recovered the power to direct their own affairs. 
Tyranny? Can any thing be more tyrannical, 
more despotic and absolute, than to present to us 
such measures, and then to come here and pre- 
scribe the very day within which they shall al! be 
consummated? No, you shall not tarry here 
longer than July; and for what are we permitted 
to wait so long? That we may pass a bill for a 
National Bank in the face of the President’s mes- 
sage, declaring to us that Gen. Jackson’s veto of 
such a Bank was approved and sealed by the 
people; to assume the Siate debts; to morigage 
an empire, and that an American empire, too, 
for the benefit of British bankers, whose agents, 
lam told, are flocking already to this seat of Go: 
vernment ready to seize upon the spoils. We 
must do all this: and how long a time a time is 
granted us in which to do it? Until the last day of 
July. And why must we adjourn then? Because 
the Senator from Kentucky as of opinion that we 
ought to act, which, being interpreted, means that 
we ought not to speak. The very first complaint 
against the old Federal party was an act which 
forbace the people to speak their minds; there was 
a gag at thai day, as there is to be a gag in this. 
We must act, and must send the result of our action 
to the other House, and thus the House of Repre- 
sentatives is to be controlled—it is to be loaded 
down by the mass of murderous rub>ish sent them 
by the Senate. The newspapers are then to be let 
loose upon the House, and its members are to be 
chided for letting the Senate beat them. They are 
to be told that the Senate did so and so in so many 
days; and thus the ipse dixit of the Senator from 
Kentucky is to regulate, first, the Senate of the 
United States, then the House of Regresentatives, 
and then, I suppose, the Executive. Well, sir, we 
shall see. For myself, the gentlemen round me 
well know that I have scarce ever lifted my voice 
in this Chamber till urged to do so by some of them. 
Ihave ever been unwilling to break the silence 
of the body for the mere purpose of talking; nor 
should I have done so now, but for an imperious 
necessity. 

But I hold that the announcement by the Sena- 
tor from Kentucky of his July adjournment, and 
his laying down to us the measures which are to 
receive our action, is a form of legislative despo- 
ism which should be resisted at the threshold, in 
its very first stage. I have no thought that that 
gentleman meant to say, in so many words, you 
shall do this. He is too wise for that; but in this 
chamber an expression of the opinion of that gen- 
tleman is potential. There are different descrip- 
Uons of power. Some kinds of power ate obtain- 
ed and held by the force of political association, 
and without the forms of law; and some power is 
derived from the Constitution, and exercised under 
the laws. The pewer of the Senator from Ken- 
\weky is of the first class. It is derived from po» 
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litical association and combination. Itis a moral 
power; and in saying so Ido not speak of i's qua- 
lity, but in contradistiaction to power of a physi- 
calkind. It is undefined and intangible; it mani- 
fests itself in mere words, but its effect is real, and 
appears in the result. When that Senator shakes 
his head and says, “I hope not,” we know how the 
yeas and nays will stand as well as if they had 
been taken and counted. When he lays a resolu- 
tion on the table and says “these are my opinions;” 
when we hear the declaration, “‘my opinion is 
that the Sub-Treasury must be repealed;” ‘in my 
opinion the bill for a Bank ought to pass;” “ac- 
cerding to my opinion, the distribution of the pub- 


vote?’ Nor isthis any matter of censure to that 
gentleman. 
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If there be any power on earth which is credita- | 
ble to a man, itis that derived from the position | 


which he has earned among his fellow men. When 


this power is admitted by those around him, itis | 


the most despotic wielded among mankind. It 
carries ont its edicts without trial or the forms of 
laws. Of all the terrible forms, the irresponsible 
and irresistible forms of human power, the highest 


is that of the guillotine of a victorious partisan | 


leader. 
Never since the 4th of March. I say not this with 
a view to blame his associates. I know too much 
of the philosophy of party. I know that obedience 
to its dictates may come to be even conscientiously 
viewed as the most important of duties. Many a 


man of upright mind, when under this influence, | 


When spake he without being obeyed? | 


had rather do a little wrong than sacrifice what he | 


supposes a great good; he votes yea or nay at the 


nod cf his party leader, because his friends tell | 


him, if you refuse this vote, we shall lose a great ob- 
ject; thus he tracks in and arranges himself in the 
irain of some great leader, of large political ex- 
perience, long in the habit of commanding men, 
and who may even rival in strength another clad 
in the purple of coustitutional Executive. 
sir, I even doubt which is the strongest, the Army, 
the Navy, the Constitution and the laws on the one 
side, or upon the other that undefinable, intangi- 
ble, invisible, moral influence of one man, with 
nothing buta Senatorial commission in his pocket, 
surrounded by fifty men, each bearing a commis- 
sion of equal authority with his own. This is the 
result of great experience; but then the man who 
wields a power like this ought not to use it for the 


purposes of despotism. When he does, I fear him | 


more than I do the President of the United States, 


because, if he shall attemp! to cutup any despotic | 


tricks, here stands the law and the Constitution, 
and we can quote them dgainsthim. Not so with 
the monarch of a triumphal party. He has a right 
to speak and none can deny it; he may act and 
cannot be impeached. The difference between 
these two species of power is hke that which sub- 
sists between the effects of personal violeace and 
the effecis of pestilence—one is visible, you can re- 
sist and overcome it; the other is unfelt till resist. 
ance is vain. 

»» Lhope we, who are not responsible for this call 
of Congress, are not going to let the hot weather 
drive us from our duty and our posts until we 
have disposed of all the important measures which 
demand our attention. The gentleman will make 
something from the hot weather. I feel it here, 
(laying his hand upon his forehead.) I am not able 
to speak either as long or as well as the importance 
of the subjects will require; nevertheless, 1 shall be 


found the last in the pit, opposing with what | 
strength [have,a measure which I solemnly in | 


my heart believe sponges out the Constitution, 


and converts the Government of this great Republic | 


| 
| 


into a base, money-hunting, money-loving, corrupt, 
stupid, limited monarchy and Bourbon aristocracy. 
This I believe with all the sincerity ot religion it- 
self. I shall therefore be one of the last to leave 
the ranks of resistance to these measures about to 


be riveted on the already paralyzed hands of this | 
people. 


I hope the Senator will let the question on this re- | 
solution go by, and that he will not exert his para- 


| 


mount influence in forcing such a restriction upon 
the Senate, But if he presses his resolution to a 
vote, I can tell him that he will have to sit here 


Yet, | 


| 


|| youngest to the oldest, can and will say something, 
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many a long and sultry night. There are eighteen 
of us on the one side, and two others who, on this 
point, will unite with us, and that makes twenty: 
all of us can talk “some’—all of us, from the 


and we will unite our endeavor to stay this torrent 
of systematic corruption which is now to be let 
loose like a Niagara upon the country. I shall not 
analyze this system of measures; | may, however, 
animadvert upon the entire mass. Nor shail we 
stick upon mere technicals where such deep and 
ever-enduring realities are at siake. 1 shall can- 
vass the whole together, and I can and will demon- 


'| strate before the American people that the princi- 
lic lands ought to be made;”” how do we find the | 


ple of political corruption is the very life and sou! 
of the entire mass, and that its tendency is 
ultimately to render this now free Republic 
subservient toa foreign power. That has been 
the history of all republics, their decline com- 
mences in corruption and terminates in subjection 
to aforeign power. I hope the Senator will con- 
sent to let his resolution be laid on the table, and 
that he will not realize the emblem of the man 
with the gag of ‘98 upon his mouth, by fastening 
upon our mouths a Senatorial gag; consisung of 
hours and hot weather, hewed out by a single word 
of a single Senator—‘‘expedition.” 

Mr. BENTON, after inquiring of Mr. Woop- 
Bury whether the new rule would notcut off a re- 
solution offered by him in relation to the sale of 
bonds in Europe, demanded the yeas and nays on 
its pas«age, which were ordered by the Senate. 

Mr. CALHOUN suggested that the resolution be 
so far amended as to‘add “resolutions” afier ‘‘re- 
ports.” 

Mr. CLAY declined accepting this a a modifica- 
t10n. 

Mr. WALKER wished it to include calls to a 
committee. 

Mr. CALHOUN moved to lay the resolution on 
the table, but withdrew the motion at the request of 

Mr. BAYARD, who suggested the expediency 
of inserting an exception in favor of resolations of 
inquiry touching the subjects that might be under 
discussion. 

Mr. CALHOUN renewed his motion to lay on 
the table, on which the yeas and nays, being called, 
resulted as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Buchanan, Cal- 
houn, Clay of Alabama, Fulton, King, McRoberts, 
Nicholson, Pierce, Sevier, Smith of Connecticut, 
Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, Williams, Woodbury, 
Wright, and Young—19. 

NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Bates, Bayard, Ber- 
rien, Clay of Kentucky, Ciayton, Dixon, Evans, 
Graham, Henderson, Huntington, Ker, Mangum, 
Merrick, Miller, Morehead, Phelps, Porter, Pren- 
liss, Preston, Rives, Simmons, Smith of Indiana, 
Southard, Tallmadge, White, and Woodbridge—27. 

Mr. CLAY now signified his willingness to ac- 
cept the amendment proposed by Mr. Bayarp, 


'| though he did not consider it as necessary. 


Mr. CLAY of Alabama moved to amend the 
amendment by striking out the latter clause, “re- 
specting subjects under discussion,” and supported 
his motion by some remurks in favor of allowing 
cal!s on the Departments for information. 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky replied that the effect 
of this would be to render the resolution perfectly 
nugatory. He assured gentlemen that there was 
no disposition on his side of the House to prevent 
inquiry. Hecertainly had none himself. But did 
the gentlemen really imagine that, because as a 
minority they possessed certain rights, they had the 
right of controlling the business of Congress? Sup- 
pose one of them should introduce a resolution, 
for example, on the subject of proscription, and 
the Senate’should be drawn off to debate on that 
subject, what a sadly ludicrous spectacle would 
they not present to the American people, debating 
for months this matter of proscription. Would a 
course like that obey the will and fulfil the expec- 
tations of the American people? The presentation 
of resolutions would not be prevented by this rale, 
save at times when an important subject was an- 
der discussion, and remained undecided. He hoped 
that gentlemen would not insist on going, at this 
called session, into general unrestricted legislation. 


Mr. CLAY of Alabama here suggested that if 
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the object was to prevent the consumption of the 
whole morning till one o’clock on matters not con- 
nected with those great subjects for which the ses- 
sion had been called, that might easily be accom- 
plished by so modifying the resolution as to set 
apart one hour for the consideration of memorials, 
reports and resolations. He suggested that modifi- 
cation, and asked if it was unreasonable? 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky replied that he really 
Wished to see the business of the Senate done in the 
manner most agreeable to gentlemen on all sides 
of the House. Ifgentliemen would be content with 
having one hour assigned them for their calls on 
the Departments and other resolutions, very well; 
he, for one, would assent to such an arrangement. 

Tokens of assent being given— 

Mr. CLAY said, if the Clerk will follow me, I 
will dictate a modification, though I do not like to 
be a dictator in any sense. 

Mr. BUCHANAN. You do it so well, you 
ought to like it. 

Mr. WRIGHT. That’s fair. 

And the words “that’s fair’ were repeated in 
various quarters. 

At the suggestionof Mr. KING of Alabama, 
Mr. Cuar further modified the resolu'ion by adding 
the words, “unless otherwise ordered by the Senate.” 
And the resolution in its finally amended shape 
was then adopted as follows: 

Resolved, That during the present session, at the 


expiration of one‘hour after the meeting of the Se-. 


nate each day, the Senate will proceed to the con- 
sideration of the subject left unfinished the 
preceeding day, unless otherwise ordered by the 
Senate. 

Mr. SEVIER wished to know if this resolution 
was notnearly word for word with the long stand- 
ing rules of the Senate. 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky. Wery well; if it is 
there is the less harm done. 

Mr. PRESTON moved that the Senate proceed 
to the election of Chaplain. 

Mr. SEVIER said the Senator, by the rule he 
had just voted for, was precluded from going into 
the election of Chaplain at this stage of the pro- 
ceedings. 

Mr. WALKER moved for leave to introduce 
a resolution of inquiry to acommittee; and 

The CHAIR was about putting the question, 
when 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky said there was a com- 
munication on the Secretary’s table, which he de- 
sired might be read. 

Mr. WALKER claimed that the question 
should be first taken on his motion; which, being 
done, it was agreed to. 


PLAN OF A FISCAL AGENT. 

Mr. W. then sent to the Chair the following re- 
solution: 

Resolved, That the Select Commiitee, to whom 
was referred the quesiion of reporting to the Senate 
on the subject of a fiscal agent for the Government 
of the United Siates, be directed to inquire into the 
expediency of vesting the control of said agency ina 
board of six directors, lecated at the city of Wash- 
ington, to be chosen by a joint vote of both Houses 
of Congress, two of said directors to be elected at 
each successive vole, each member being p2rmitted 
to vote only on each uccasion for one director, so 
as to prevent said board being placed under the 
control of the Executive or of any party. 


Resolved, That said committee be also instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of tendering to the 
States branches of said fiscal agency, on the con- 
dition precedent, that said States have first entered 
into an agreement with each other for the gradual 
and prospective limitation or abandonment of the 
banking power of the States. 

Resolved, That said committee be also instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of ¢onfining said 
agency to the use of gold and silver, and of bills 
receivable of the Government of the United States 
of large denominations, excluding all the paper of 
the State banks, and so as to retain an adequate 
supply and circulation of gold as well as silver at 
ail times in the United States. 

Resolved, That said committee be also instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of applying pros- 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


pectively the bankrupt power of this Government 
to the State banks. 

The resolution was agreed to. 

PLAN OF A FISCAL BANK OF THE UNITED 
STATES. 
*The CHAIR then submitted the following com- 
wunication from the Secretary of the Treasury: 
Treasury DEPARTMENT, 
June 12, 1841. 
To the President of the Senate of the United States: 

Sir: In obedience to the directions of the Senate, 
contained in their resolution of the 7th instant, the 
Secretary of ‘the Treasury has prepared, and here- 
with submits, a plan of a Bank and Fiscal Agent. 

In the genera! plan and frame of said institution, 
he has endeavored to free it from the constitutional 
objections which have been urged against those 
heretofore created by Congress, and as far as prac- 
ticable, without impairing its usefulness, to guard 
it in its details against the abuses to which such 
institutions are liable. And he now respectfully 
submits it the Senate with the hope that, in the pro- 
cess of consideration and enactment, it may be- 
come, whathe did not presume to promise, but 
which he earnestly desires to see in the possession 
of the nation, a Bank and Fiscal Agent, free from 
constitutional objections, and adapted to the wants 
of the country and convenience of the Goverr- 
meént. r 

It is proposed to incorporate a Bank in the District 
of Columbia by the name of the Fiscal Bank of the 
United States, having a capital of thirty million dol - 
lars, with power to establish branches or offices of 
discount and deposite in the several States, with 
the assent of the States; that the-Government sub- 
scribe oue-fifih part of the capital; and on the sup- 
position that it is the purpose of Congress hereaf- 
ier to direct that the fourth instalment, appropria- 
ted by the deposite act of June 23d, 1836, shall be 
paid into the treasuries of the several States, it is 
also proposed that a subscription to that. amount 
be made in the name of the United States, for the 
use of the States respectively; the stock to be as- 
signed to, and become the property of, such States 
as shall accept the same, in the manner and in the 
proportions, and subject to allthe conditions pro- 
vided and imposed by that act. 

And for the amountof the six millions to be sub- 
scribed by the United States on their own account, 
and also for the amount to be subscribed for the 
nse of the several States, it is proposed that a stock 
be created, bearing an interest of five per cent. per 
annum, redeemable at the pleasure of the Govern- 
ment at any time after fifteen years. 

In case Congress should not see fit to make such 
a provision as is proposed for paying to the States 
the fourth instalment under the deposite ac’, it 
may be well worth while to consider whether the 
Siates might not be permitted to take the stock of 
the Bank according to their respective amount of 
population, to the extent of ten millions in all, is- 
suing therefor stock of their own, bearing such in- 
terest, and reimbursable at such periods, as might 
be prescribed; the dividends on the shares thus 
held by the Sta'es, respectively, to be applied, in 
the first place, to the payment of the interest on 
their stocks; with a further provision, if thought 
necessary, that, in case the proceeds of the public 
lands should be assigned to the States, those pro- 
ceeds should be applied to the reimbursement of 
the principal of their debts, or stocks, created or 
issued for the purposes aforesaid. 

In the opinion of the Secretary, it is desirable 
that the Siates should be permitted to take an inte- 
rest in one of the foregoing modes, or some other 
mode, in the new institution; but, if Congress 
should think otherwise, then it is recommended 
that the Government of the United States sub- 
scribe for ten millions of stock, leaving twenty to 
be subscribed by individuals. 

It is proposed that the affairs of the Bank be 
managed by seven directors, two of them to be ap- 
pointed by the President, by and with the advice 
and consent of the Senate, and five to be elected 
by the stockholders, at their annual meeting. A 
president to be chosen by the directors out of their 
own body. 

That the branches be managed by not more than 
seven, nor less than five directors, two of them to 





be appointed by the States in which the 

may be situated, if such State be a seaihcnne a 

the rest to be appointed by the directors of the 
ank. 

It is proposed that the Bank be the fiscal agent of 
the Government. That the public moneys be de. 
posited in it; and when there, that they be deemed 
and taken to be in the Treasury of the United 
States, and that the deposites be net removed ex- 
cept by law, and that the notes of the said Bank be 
receivable in the payment of public dues, and that 
payments made by the Treasurer of the United 
States may be by checks on said Bank. : 

That the said Bank receive the funds of the 
United States; that it transmit them from one part 
of the Union to another, and distribute them for the 
payment of public creditors, and perform the duty 
of pension agent free of charge. 

The ordinary powers and privileges of bankingin- 
stitutions being conferred upon it, and the ordinary 
liabilities and duties imposed in order to prevent 
over-banking, excessive issues, fluctuations in the 
price of stocks,and consequent speculations therein, 
and to secure the bill holders and other creditors of 
the Bank from danger of loss, it is proposed— 

To limit the dividends to six per cent. per an. 
num, but if they fall short in any year, the defi- 
ciency, with interest thereon, to be afterwards made 
good—and when asurplus accumulates, exceeding 
two millions, the excess to be passed to the credit of 
the Treasurer of the United States. 

That the amount of debts which it may at any 
time owe, shal] not exceed twenty millions over 
and above its deposites. That the debts at any 
time due to the bank shall not exceed the amount 
of its capital and seventy-five per cent. thereon; 
and that when the amount of its bills in cir- 
culation shall exceed three times the amount 
of specie in its vaults, no new loan shall be 
made. 

That it "shall not deal in any thing except 
coin, bullion, promissory notes, and inland bills of 
exchange. 

That it shall take no more than six per cent. up- 
on loans. 

‘That it shall discount no promissory, note and 
purchase no bill of exchange which has more than 
one hundred and eighty days to run, or make any 
loan for a longer time. 

That no debt shall be renewed. 

That it shall not at any time loan the United 
States more than three millions of dollars, nor any 
State more than 100,000 dollars, nor either for a 
longer time than one hundred days, unless autho- 


rized by law. 


That it shall contract no debt for a longer time 
than one year. 

That it shall issue no note of a less denomina- 
tion than ten dollars. 

That the officers of the institution shall not be 
permitted to borrow money from, or contract any 
debt therein, in any manner whatever; a note or 
bill of which such officer, as maker, drawer, en- 
dorser, or acceptor, is forbidden to be discounted. 
The directors of the branches not to be considered 
officers within the meaning of this provision. 


To prevent or expose any ffaud or indirection 
in the management of the institution; to prevent, 
also, large and improper Joans to individuals, to 
the injury of the stockholders and the public, and 
to prevent, likewise, false imputations when such 
irregularities do not exist, it is proposed that the 
books of the institution, including the accounts of 
all individuals therein, be at all times open to the in- 
spection of the Secretary of the Treasury of the 
United States; to a committee of either House of 
Congress; to each ,of the directors of the Bank, and 
to a committee of the stockholders, with power to 
make public whatsoever they think fit. 


It is proposed to provide that the branches shall 
not issue notes or bills adapted to, and intended for, 
circulation; but may sell drafts, not less in amount 
than fifty dollars, for the purpose of transmission 
and exchange. 

That the Bank shall not suspend specie-pay- 
ment—that it shall not pay out any thing but coin 
or bullion or its own notes. That its existence as 
a corporation continue for twenty years—but that 








